Pastor’s Perspective

*Advent “O Antiphons”

One of the ancient traditions
connected to Advent is the use of what
are called “O Antiphons.” These are a
series of seven sung invocations, which
take an image from the Old Testament

econciliation
Communal Penance Service Individual Confessions
Monday, December 19, 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, Decemti&r
4:30-6:00 p.m.

prophetic or wisdom books and applies it
to the coming of Jesus. We are most S
familiar with it through the singing of “O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” which has
those O Antiphons incorporated within

it. Traditionally, these were sung at
vespers (evening prayer) each day from
December 1% through December 3
reminding Christians of how Jesus Christ
is the fulfillment of all the hopes of the
people of God.

The antiphons are: O Sapientia
(Wisdom), O Adonai (Lord), O Radix
Jesse (Root of Jesse), O Clavis David
(Key of David), O Oriens (Dawn), O
Rex Gentium (King of All Nations), and
O Emmanuel (God-with-us). Although
the singing of these O antiphons might
no longer be common among us, they do
remind us that it is important to find
ways to ritualize the approach of and
celebration of Christmas. Whether
through our Advent wreath/candles
prayer, our parish table prayer sent to
you at the start of the season, customs
like Las Posadas that take place in
Mexican-American communities, Vigilia
meatless dinners and the sharing of the
Oplatki which are common in Slavic
communities, and other such customs,
families and faith communities find
ways to ritualize the meaning of and

impending approach of this great feast.
(Continued on page 6)

[ ———— —

Christmas Schedule

Christmas Eve — Saturday, December 24
Mass at 5:00 p.m. (Not a children’s Mass)
Mass at 12 Midnight (Choir carols prior to midnight)

Christmas Day — Sunday, December 25
Masses at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m. Children’s Mass

January 1 — Feast of Mary, Mother of God
Saturday, December 31, at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 1, Masses at
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.

Holiday Office Hours
Closed Christmas Weekend: Closed New Year's Weeke:
(Friday-Monday, Dec. 23-26) (Friday-Monday, D86-Jan. 2)

Reduced Office Hours: Regular office hours resumst
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 3
Tuesday-Thursday, Dec. 27-29
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Taize Prayer
Sunday, December 18 — 4:00 p.m.

Monday, December 19:

*NO Mass at 7:00 p.m.

*Communal Penance Service 7 p.m
*Senior cards 11:30 a.m. Tent
*RE Grades 1-6 at 4:45 p.m. Cards
*Adult Bells at 7:45 p.m.

Saying “Yes” to God

Today we turn our thoughts to Mary, who is a niddeall Christian
believers. We read the story of the Annunciatiod wonder at the fulfillment of
God’s promise through the “yes” of a young womahdtigrace. Christians
throughout the centuries have marveled at the soesieand over as they repeat the
angel Gabriel's words: “Hail, Mary, Full of Gradgbg Lord is with you.” In response
to the angel’s invitation to conceive and bearifdolho is to be the Son of God, she
says “yes”, a yes possible because of her stratigifabelieving that God would bring

Tuesday, December 20:
*Mass at 9:00 a.m.

*Jr. Choir at 5:00 p.m.

*Jr. Bells at 5:45 p.m.

*RE Gr. 1-6 at 4:45 & 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 21:
*Mass at 9:00 a.m.

*Individual confessions 4:30-6:30 p

Thursday, December 22:
*Adult choir 7:00 p.m.
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Holiday Office Hours
Closed Christmas Weekend:
(Friday-Monday, Dec. 23-26)

Reduced Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, Dec. 27-29

Closed New Year's Weekend:
(Friday-Monday, Dec. 30-Jan. 2)

Regular office hours resume:
Tuesday, January 3

*kkkkk * *% *kkkkkkkkk

Reqgular Parish Office Hours

Mon. - Wed .— 9 :00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Thursday — 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday — 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday—12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday — 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

great good from her actions.

Saying “yes” takes courage. Where does youn fall you to say “yes”
now...in forgiving a wrong done to you...in letting gban old destructive
behavior...in doing service for others? Saying “yesyour challenge could
contribute to bringing the peace of Christ into wald this Christmas.

“Christ Jesus, like Mary your mother, ...
We have heard the voice of God.
Grant us the wisdom to recognize and listen tovhise.
We've received the strength and courage of God.
Grant us the courage to recognize and respondith.fa
We've been gifted with the power of the Spirit ofiG
Grant us the willingness to be opened to its guidan
We are full of grace, the Lord is with us.”

Baptism
Congratulations to Brooke Lynne Mitchell, baptizdSS. John &
f Paul on December 18, 2005

The next baptism preparation sessiomwill be on January 4, 2006.
Prior to attending the preparation class, you raktfor an
appointment to come into the office to registerrychild.

The faith community of SS. John & Paul extends prayand
sympathy to the family and friends of Ken Matuspdiose
funeral was held at our parish on December 15, 2005
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2005-2006
Religious Formation
Program

Early Childhood
(ages 3-4-5 years)
Sunday: 9:30-10:30 a.m.
No Session: Dec. 25, Jan. 1 & 15
Sessions: Jan. 8, 22, 29

Grades 1-6
Monday: 4:45-6:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 4:45-6:00 p.m.
& 6:30-7:45 p.m.
Sessions: Dec. 19/20, Jan. 8/9
No Session: Dec. 26/27, Jan. 2/3

Grades 7-8
Sunday: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
No Sessions:
Sundays of December, Jan. 1

R.C.I.C. with Families
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
January 8

Lonely at Christmas

Sometimes you might hear
someone say that they always find
Christmas Day a lonely day. What the
might really be saying is that they feel
lonely on this day. Absence and
emptiness are the two main reasons g
loneliness.

Let's give a thought, a prayer,
and maybe a visit for someone who w
spend Christmas alone. And if after
spending Christmas with others and
loneliness still makes itself known, kng
that our hearts are always longing for
something more, for someone else. |
every human heart there is an empty
chamber waiting for a guest.

That guest is God.

Yy
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Saying Yes to God
Lk. 1:26-38

There lived a father with his young son and dauglite was strict with his
children, but good to them and they loved him. wée an upright man and an
excellent lawyer, but he had made himself very ngar in the town by choosing to
defend an accused murderer.

At the end of the street lived an elderly womaho would call out to the
children as they passed by her house. The nameesatied their father hurt them.

One evening the son decided he had taken é@remdjdestroyed some of her
flowers. When he got home his father told hinsheuld not have done that, and
explained that she was a sick woman. He told dinetlsat he needed to apologize to
her. Reluctantly, he did so and the woman askexitiie would read to her for an
hour each evening. He was horrified at the thougiit when his father insisted that he
must say yes, he agreed to do so. Each eveningiiewith his little sister and read to
the old woman. And each evening, after the hde,vgould become sick and a nurse
would take over.

Within a short time, the father had to tefl bhildren that the old woman had
just died. They thought, ‘thank God’, but did saly it. Then their father told them
that she had become addicted to prescribed parsillKnowing that she didn’t have
much time left to live, she decided that she wdnjdo kick the habit, before she died.
She succeeded, and she wanted their father tibnéal that if it hadn’t been for the son
reading to her, this would not have happened.

When the kids heard this they were moved Jbgnitl said had they only
known, they would have been nicer to her. Butfétieer explained that it didn’t
matter. What mattered was that they did what thesevasked to do.

Often in life we can't see the full meanisfigvhat we do. Sometimes this
meaning is completely hidden from us. Sometimegakk becomes very difficult to
go on, especially if it's a task that’s disagreeabk for someone who appears
ungrateful.

Mary consented to become the mother of ourdBavut when she said yes to
God, she didn't realize the full implications of attshe was agreeing to. She had no
idea of all the suffering that lay ahead.

Each of us has said yes when we have takeommitments and
responsibilities, not knowing the full implicatigrthat are gradually revealed to us as
we go along. And through this, we have to confygs many times over, and ask God
to help us to remain faithful.

Just as we ask questions, Mary asked questieaih is not blind. Itis

beyond reason, but not against it. But having édiskeestions, the answers to which
can never fully satisfy us, we have to let God loel G

What is it that you are being asked to say yes ttg step forward in faith?
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@ MACOMB
COUNTY
NTERFZItH

VOLUNTETETR

CAR?GIVERS

How to Request Help from
SSJP’s Chapter of MCIVC

If you are an adult who is in
need of occasional supportive services
such as light housekeeping, meals,
transportation, errands, chores, minor
home repairs, etcplease call the parish
office and make sure you say you are
requesting help from Macomb County
Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers. You
will then be transferred to an extension
where you will leave your request. You
will be contacted shortly about available
help.

If you are calling after office
hours, please follow the prompt for
Macomb County Interfaith Volunteer
Caregivers and press “6”. You may the
leave your message specifying what typ
of help is needed. Again, you will be
contacted about available help.

Meeting your needs is
important to us so it is crucial that you
follow the procedure outlined above
when requesting help. Thanks for your
assistance!

Part-time Work Available

For Low Income Seniors

If you are 55 or older and have
a low income, you may be eligible for a
part-time paid position in a senior
employment training program hosted by
the Macomb County Interfaith Volunteet
Caregivers. You can earn a few extra
dollars and pick up some new skills. No
experience necessary. All training is
provided.

Positions are available
throughout Macomb County in a numbe|
of organizations, including the Interfaith
Volunteer Caregivers (IVC). IVC
provides supportive services to older an
disabled adults in our community who
are struggling to remain safe and
independent at home. We are looking fa
someone to help with clerical work and
phone calls in our Warren office.
Interested persons can contact Susan &

=

t

586.983.3633.

Soup Kitchen News

Thanks to everyone who participated and donated for October 18, 2005.
Once again the soup kitchen volunteers outdid teéras. We served a delicious
spaghetti lunch.

Our next meal served will be December 20, 200% WM serve a spaghetti
lunch with salad and fresh fruit. Donated itemsudtl be delivered to the parish
kitchen before December 20, 2005. Please marklyags SOUP KITCHEN. We are
looking for more people to donate food items fa 8oup Kitchen. If interested,
please call Pat Sagert (586) 781-7035 or Barbaraddski (586) 336-1450.

The volunteers will meet on Decembef"20 the parking lot of SS. John &
Paul at 8:30 AM and car pool at 8:45AM for the Sdilon Army Soup Kitchen. God
bless you for being so generous and helping tresefbrtunate

BINGO Prizes Needed

We are running out of prizes for our Nursing Home
BINGO. The following are items that are appropriie
nursing home residents:

Sugar-free soft candy or snacks
Sugar-free mix for juice

Candy bars (plain)

Individually wrapped crackers
Jewelry (necklaces, clip-aarrings, etc.)
Small boxes for jewelry

Cologne or perfume

Kleenex tissues

Small trinkets

Scarves

Hand or body cream/lotion

NO candles—NO shampoo please

Please mark your donations “BINGO PRIZES” and dptimem to the parish
office located in the Activities Center.

Attention Scouts Wishing to Work on Their

Religious Medals

Scouts from Tiger Cubs to Webelos wishing to wanktheir
religious medals, place contact Mike Bytner 586.8848 for more

&5 information.

Book work will need to be completed by Januaryah
interviews with Fr. Buersmeyer will be scheduledtfee week of
January 16. This will give us time to order the alechnd have them

available to present on Scout Sunday, February 5.
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~ Upcoming Teen Sessions ~
Mark Your Calendar

January 8 — 6:30 Teen Session
January 22 — 6:30 Teen Session

January 29 — 6:30 Parent/Teen
Session. Mandatory meeting for all
those who will be attending Rainbow

Rainbow Banner Making

Please join us for preparing the banner
which we will present at Rainbow, 2006
We need your ideas along with your
crafty hands. We will meet here at the
church on December 28 from 1:00-4:30
p.m. This afternoon should be fun and
relaxing, so please join us. Anyone
needing a ride, please give Mrs. Peters
call at 586.781.9488.

Attention Youth Ministry Team

The Parish Council and all Commission
will meet on January 18, 2006. This
meeting is for all the Youth Ministry
Team. Please join us at 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Mission Coming ...
March 19-23, 2006

We are looking for two
chairpersons who would be willing to
work with a team of people to help makg
this an exciting and successful Mission
experience for the entire parish. If you
are interested, call JoAnne at the parish
office at 568.781.9010

a

b

North Vicariate Newsletter on line
The monthly North Vicariate Newsletter is now dahie online at

www.NMVonline.org. December’s news

letter lists the Christmas sclesdod all the

churches in our area. For the current issue arfdvas of past issues of the newsletter,
check out the page entitled “View the North MacoR#ws”.

Online Offertory

Did you know that SS. John &
Paul has some parishioners who suppo
the parish by using online banking?
Every week their offertory gets mailed t(
us by their bank and is treated just as if
were dropped in the Sunday offertory
basket since their envelope number is
printed on the check.

Electronic Sunday Offerings is
another way to consistently support the
parish automatically. Electronic Sunday
Offerings (ESO) is a pre-authorized
payment plan where parish members
authorize monthly or bi-monthly
deductions to be made from their
checking or savings account into the
parish’s account.

If either of these opportunities
to support the parish appeals to you, yo
can pick up an ESO form in the literatur
racks in back of church or set the churc
up for a weekly automatic donation on
your personal computer using online
banking. Thank you for considering
these new ways to contribute to the
parish.

Meijer Community
Rewards Update

We received a check from the
Meijer Community Rewards Program fo
$279.39 for purchases made in
November. Since April 2004 we've
earned over $3,600! So far 162
parishioners have enrolled in this
fundraising program with all proceeds
earmarked for the purchase of a new si
on 28 Mile Road.

If you would like to enroll on
line in this free program, go to
Meijer.com/rewards, click “join”, then
“Meijer Guest Card” or you can pick up
an application at the parish office. Our
organization number is 617883.

Thank you for remembering the

Did you get yours yet?
SS. John & Paul cookbooks and
rt 25th anniversary ornaments are still
available for $5.00 each. Pick yours up
in the parish office located in the
it Activities Center.

%

Host Families Needed

Would you like to host coffee
and donuts after one of the Sunday
masses?

The host family is sent a
checklist of how and what needs to be
done for hosting. It really is not hard.

The parish pays for the donuts and
beverage, so there is no cost to you.

We would like to continue
coffee and donuts each Sunday, and with
your help we will be able to do that.
Please consider being a host family and
sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board
in the hallway to the Activities Center.

Bulletin advertisements

Kathleen Ford, representing
Diocesan Publications (our bulletin
YN publisher) will be at the parish for a few
weeks. She will be renewing present
advertisements and seeking new ones. If
you are interested in advertising in our
bulletin, please call the parish office. We
feel this is an excellent service and that
the sponsors get good coverage with
their ads. Thanks to you and Diocesan
Publications, the bulletin is published

parish when you shop.

weekly at no cost to the parish.
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(Pastor’s Perspective continued from page 1)

Don't let it catch us frazzled
and worried about the wrong things.
Let’s find ways to let the season of
Advent lead us into the great season of
Christmas-Epiphany. Since most of us
know the tune to “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel”, | list the words of the seven
O antiphon verses here, along with the
refrain. You can sing the refrain, the
verse for the day, and repeat the refrain
as part of prayer before meals, family
prayer before you go to bed or say a
rosary, or in some other way. The
refrain is actually the seventh O
Antiphon: O Emmanuel. A special
appeal to families: don’t underestimate
what such rituals—done with parents
actively involved and in a consistent
manner—can do to connect our faith
deep into the hearts, minds, and souls of
our children.

Refrain O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel. Who mourns
in lonely exile here; until the Son of God
appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel,
shall come to you O Israel.

Dec. 17" (O Wisdom)

Verse O come, O Wisdom from on
high, who orders all things mightily; To
us the path of knowledge show, and
teach us in her ways to go.

Dec. 14' (O Lord)

Verse O come, O come, great Lord of
might, Who to your tribes on Sinai’'s
height; in ancient times once gave the
Law; in cloud and majesty and awe.

Dec. 19' (O Root of Jesse)

Verse O come, O root of Jesse’s stem,
from ev'ry foe deliver them; That trust
your mighty power to save; And give
them victory o’er the grave.

Dec. 28" (O Key of David)

Verse O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home; Make
safe the way that leads on high; And
close the path to misery.

Dec. 21 (O Dawn)

Verse O come, O Dayspring from on
high and cheer us by your drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and
death’s dark shadow put to flight.

Dec. 22 (O King of Nations)

Verse O come, Desire of nations, bind;
In one the hearts of humankind; O bid

our sad divisions cease, And be for us
our King of Peace.

Dec. 23 (O Emmanuel)
Verse same as refrain at the beginning.

* % %

*Advent Reconciliation and Advent
Sunday Taizé Prayer

Our final times for the
sacrament of Reconciliation come up
this week. ThisMonday evening,
December 19, we will celebrate a
communal Reconciliation with
individual confession and absolution. Fr.
Ron Sayes and Fr. Dick Cyr will join me
on that evening. The service begins at 7
p.m.. There is no Monday Mass this
week. Then omWednesday December
21% there will be an extended, extra time
for individual confessions from 4:30-
6:00 p.m. Of course, please see me at
other times if these don’t work.

Our final Advent Prayer is
today (Sunday) at 4 p.m.One more
way to let the season invite us from the
busyness of life to a reflective openness
to all that God wants to happen.
Through such prayer we can experience
a bit better the Advent attitudes of
watchful hope, expectant faith, peaceful
joy no matter what life throws at us or
brings our way.

* % %

*Christmas Schedule

Elsewhere you will find the
times for Masses for the next two
weekends. Please clip it out and save for
reference.

* % %

*Christmas, Sunday and Year-End
Donations

The parish both appreciates and
continues to need your financial support.
Christmas is one of those times that help
the parish greatly in its budget. Since
Christmas falls on a Sunday this year,
please do your best to follow through on
your usual Sunday commitment and the
special Christmas envelope.

For your consideration: the
money that comes in through Sunday,
Christmas or Year-end donations are
counted separately and are treated
differently by the diocese as to their
ultimate effect on the parish. | ask
people to give each Sunday, including
next week, what they can responsibly
afford on a weekly basis throughout the
year. For Christmas, | ask that people
consider an extra modest gift to the
parish. If someone has the ability and
desire to give something more
substantial at this time of the year, | ask
that you put it in an envelope marked
“Year-End Donation.” In that way the
parish achieves the most benefit from
your donations.

* % %

*Vatican Instruction on Seminarians

The newspapers have picked up
on the recent instruction about whether
seminarians who have a homosexual
orientation should be admitted to the
seminary. | wrote about it last month, so
| won’t go into detail here. What | do
want to point out, however, is the many
misinterpretations that are being given to
this document.

It does not ban such
seminarians from the seminary. It asks
that they show a commitment to celibacy
for three years prior to ordination.
Seminaries | am aware of have the same
requirement for all seminarians, no
matter their orientation. What might
change is the length of practiced
celibacy. | think in Detroit it was two
years. Now all seminarians will have to
show a three year practice and
commitment prior to ordination to the
diaconate.

Secondly, the instruction does
not suggest that homosexuality is the
reason why we've had the clergy abuse
crisis and mess. Unfortunately, a recent
article in the local paper by a professor at
a Catholic university implied this. I've
heard that from others as well. The
Church does have to look at why the
large majority of the abuse cases
involved a priest and young teen-aged
males. But it would be misguided to
suggest that to exclude homosexuals

(Continued on page 7)



SS. John & Paul, Washington, Ml — December 18, 2005

Page 7

25th Anniversary Dinner Celebration

February 12, 2006
4:00-8:00 p.m.
Carpathia Club

Tickets are $27 per person (cash bar) and incladéslicious sit-down dinner, special"™5
anniversary memento, and live band. Tickets areladbla at the parish office. Formef
parishioners are invited to join the celebratiolfi.you know of someone who is a forme|
parishioner that might like to celebrate with uggge invite them.

(Pastor’s Perspective continued from page 6)
from priesthood would solve the
problem. Abuse happens most often in
families and with people who are close
to us as families. It is not a matter of
sexual orientation but of mal-formed
personality, sinful choices, and
willingness to engage in criminal
behavior. Itis a defect not of sexual
orientation but of personhood.

Thirdly, | do not believe a
Christian community can be faithful to
Jesus and exclude gays or any particuld
group from the life of the Christian
community. | think we as a Catholic
Church, if we are not careful, might be
interpreted as implying that. | worry for
people who are gay or family members
who have relatives who are gay. The
Catholic Church would be greatly
diminished, if such people left due to a
feeling of not being welcome. | truly
hope that SS. John and Paul Parish
would always extend a welcoming
embrace to anyone who comes through
our doors. We all have struggles. We
all have gifts. Let’'s walk the faith
journey together.

* % %

*Scripture Verse

Last week | suggested that we
commit to memory certain Scripture
verses, so that we can recall them at
different times and the Spirit of God can
use them in us to shape and guide us.
Mary’s response to the visit from the

|

angel, upon learning of her pregnancy,

=

one of those Bible verses that we would
do well to memorize. It is one of those
mantras that we can say/pray often, as
we face the challenges of life:

“Behold | am the handmaid
(servant) of the Lord; may it be done
to me according to your word.”
(Luke 1:38)

Fr. Buersmeyer

“Welcoming the
Prince of Peace”

This Infant of
Prague statue is on display
at St. Elizabeth Briarbank,
in Bloomfield Hills, and
reflects a long tradition of
devotion to the Holy Child
Jesus. The original statue is
speculated to have come from a
Bohemian monastery and given as a
wedding gift to a noble of the Czech
kingdom. Eventually, it was given to the
Discalced Carmelites in Prague, where
it remains. Many of those who have
petitioned before the Infant Jesus have
received graces, blessings, and favors.

The statue relates with this
month’s prayer theme: “Welcoming the
Prince of Peace.” Note that the Christ
Child holds the world in one hand with a

s cross emblazoned on top of it, a sign of

the peace He alone can give us, a peace
which flows from His self-sacrificing

love, which reconciles us with God the
Father and one another.

Given the tragedy of violence
near and far which besets us each day,
more than ever, we need to invoke Christ
Jesus as “Prince of Peace.” During this
Advent and Christmas season, we recall
how Jesus was born into a broken world
and was Himself subject to violence—
not only at His death, but also at the time
of His birth, and indeed, throughout His
life. This month of December 2005, let
us pray for peace in the lands where
Jesus once walked, throughout the
Middle East and in our own metro area,
among our families, and in our hearts.

Father of Peace, you sent your
Son into a world wounded by
sin and torn by human violence.
May we hear and believe in the
joyful message of the angels:
“Peace on earth to all of good
will.” Loving Father, may the
peace of Christ, your Son, reign
in our hearts and shine through
our words and deeds; may all
people come to know our
deepest identity and purpose,
living in peace with each other
as your sons and daughters. We
pray through Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.

Amen.
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Together in Ministry
#

Together in Prayer

On this last Sunday of Advent, let us continue
toward Christmas in Community...in prayer. Prayer is
being attentive...attentive to God...attentive to
ourselves...attentive to those around us.

We begin with prayer each time we gather for
meetings at the parish throughout the week. Togethe
ponder the Word of God, we respond in praise aadk$giving, and together
our voices represent the worshipping community®f ®hn and Paul in an
awareness of the presence of our loving God. Winals us together as a
healthy community is the prayer, song, and worsleexperience together.

A fitting prayer for us as we prepare to bring Advto a close
follows...

“All-powerful God,
your eternal Word took flesh on our
earth when the Virgin Mary
placed her life at the service of your plan.
Lift our minds in watchful hope
to hear the voice which announces
his glory and open our minds and hearts to
receive your Spirit who prepares
us for His coming.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.”

Stewardship Report
December 10-11, 2005

Weekly budget............... $11,600.00
Offertory ....cccccoevveevennenn. $10,678.34
No. Sunday envelopes used ........ 31
Elect. Offeringg15th)....... $1,612.50
No. Electronic Offerings............... 24
Total offertory............... $12,290.84

Other Monies / (# Envelopes)
Debt Reduction / (12) ........ $$470.00

Children’s Env. / (15) ............ $14.45
Retire. For Rel. / (88)........ $2,248.00
Holy Day (78).....c..ccccvveenee. $980.00
Year End (4) coovvveevvicirnnenenn. $500.00

One of the greatest gifts God gives u
is the twenty-four hours we get at thq
start of each new day. All too often
we squander those 1,440 minutes or
unimportant activities. The gift of

time is a good place to start living as

Christian steward, and one of the be$

uses of our time is in prayer.

W

(2]

Pray for our sick

Marjorie & Bob Aiken, Mary Angelosante, Mary Bur¢cd&alph Cleary,
Geraldine Dale, Lorraine Dawe, Lauren DeNio, Juéviusto, Arthur
Donovan, John Dreffs, Alojzy Filipowicz, Krystyna€&n, Ronnie
Housewright, Anna Kaltz, Bernice Mayer, Bob Mehl|itglenry Miciek,
Deann Miller, Dorothy Puffpaff, Helen Raad, Pas®ea, Hank Roman,
Albert Sabbe, Camille Smith, Barbara Supina, Loarfaci, Karen Shea,
David Stinson, Kelli Sobetski, Marianne Vettraiffmni Willoughby

Readings for the Week of
December 18, 2005

Sunday, December 18:

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16; Ps 89;

Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Monday, December 19:

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71; Lk 1:5-25
Tuesday, December 20

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday, December 21:

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33; Lk 1:39-45
Thursday, December 22:

1Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2; Lk 1:46-56

Friday, December 23:

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25; Lk 1:57-66
Saturday, December 24:

Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89;
Lk 1:67-79

Sunday, December 25:

Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14;

Lk 2:1-14;

Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7;

Lk 2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6;

Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Pray for our military

Sponsor of the week

Noel & Greg Ales, Nick Bassett, Augie Biache Illjkd Boback,

Jon Brunner, Andrew Eppens, Eric Eppens, Tony GanBrett Kelsey,
David Krzycki, Jonathon Krusinski, Chris Krusinsklatthew MacLeod,
Paul McGowan, David Newberry, Thomas Schmidt, Jeni8hepard,
Vincent Titeriga, Chris Urbanczyk

Dr. T. L. Tan
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Eucharistic
Prayer Requests

Saturday and Sunday
December 17-18, 2005
Pasquale Vani by Family
Rose Killewald by Family
Elaine Charneski by Family
Mr. & Mrs. L. Przybylowicz
by Drozdowski Family

Monday, December 19, 2005
Joan Cischke by R. Edwards Family

Tuesday, December 20, 2005
Sylvia Mersino by Bodiya Family

Wednesday, December 21, 2005
Joseph Krieg, Jr. by Family

Saturday and Sunday

December 24-25, 2005

For the deceased relatives and friends
of parishioners

Liturgical appointments for December 24-25, 2005

5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
Celebrant Fr. Sayes Fr. Buersmeyer Fr. Buersmeyer |Fr. Buersmeyer
Celebrant for Midnight mass is Fr. Buersmeyer
Lectors |
Eucharistic
Ministers
*Captain See Sign-in Sheet
Altar
Servers
Greeters
Cantors — — — —
Ushers Team #2 Team #4 Team #6 Team #8
M. LaRaia R. Giffin B. Burcar L. LePage
M. Hendershot |K. Grunewald M. Bytner C. Klapec
J. Krieg B. Huellmantel B. Cammarata R. Kopera
M. Macha H. Susalla J. Pospiech J. Kretchman
B. Schulz K. McBride
J. Pyke
D. Waligore
Money Joe Martino, Larry & Marilyn Weathers,
Counters Tom & Mary Ann Klakulak, Ron & Debbie DiDomenico




