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Monday, January 2:

*Mass at 7:00 p.m.

*NO RE Grades 1-6 at 4:45 p.m.
*Adult Bells at 7:45 p.m.

*Parish Offices Closed

Tuesday, January 3:

*Mass at 9:00 a.m.

*NO Jr. Choir at 5:00 p.m.

*NO Jr. Bells at 5:45 p.m.

*NO RE Gr. 1-6 at 4:45 & 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 4:
*Mass at 9:00 a.m.
*Baptism prep 7:00 p.m.
*Cantors 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 5:
*Adult choir 7:00 p.m.
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Holiday Office Hours

Closed: Monday, January 2

Regular office hours resume:
Tuesday, January 3
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Reqgular Parish Office Hours

Mon. - Wed .— 9 :00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Thursday — 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday — 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday—12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday — 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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Mary, Mother of God

Contribution Statements for 2005

Statements will automatically be sent to thoseilfasmwho have contributed
$250 or more during the 2005 calendar year. If gionot contribute $250 or more
during the year and would like a statement, pleatiehe parish office 586.781.9010
and we will gladly send you one. Look for the stagmts to arrive by January 25.

Pastor’s Perspective

*Christmas Continues: Feast of Mary Mother of God

Several influences are at play in terms of theisbinas season and this feast
on the octave (8day) of the season. The first is the common ejitensf a single
important feast day to a full octave of days. Tdliewed for a greater sense of
celebration. The “eighth day” was a way to touctefrity”, since seven days covered
the usual “earthly” rhythm of time. Thus, Sundagsweonsidered always as an “eighth
day”, the weekly way Christians entered into thermdl worship of the communion of
saints within the Holy Trinity. So it is not surging that the eighth day of Christmas
was turned into a special feast.

Over the centuries, however, this octave of Cimast took on various
meanings. The gospel reading for this day consinhe ancient focus on the
circumcision of Jesus, the day he would have bebtigly brought within the
covenant of the people of Israel. The closestllghrae have to that is our baptism,
when we are publicly brought into the covenanthef disciples of Jesus. But the feast
day is celebrated in honor of Mary, the Mother @fdG This is an ancient title for
Mary which arose as a way to proclaim the divineireof her son, Jesus. A
controversy ensued—many bishops and theologiamsviorgd that such a title went too
far (in terms of what it said about Mary, not J@sared preferred the title “Mother of
the Christ (Messiah)”. In the end the Church ClidtheEast and West—agreed that
‘Mary, Mother of God’ is not only appropriate bgtan important part of the people’s
reception of the faith tradition. Since we did have a set day for the feast, more
recently the Church settled on Januatywithin the Christmas season fittingly, as the
day on which we are now to celebrate this ancieastt

*Happy New Year!

We always live within the rhythm of several calarsl Our secular, civic
calendar turns the page to open up a new year, 2886ve continue our Christmas-
Epiphany celebrations we enter into the new yekabeations as well. | like the fact
that we have preceded this New Year’'s Day with@lristmas worship and full
Advent season, which began the Church’s new yBaing a little out of sync with the
secular calendar is a good thing. We first foausvbat matters for faith and then
embrace all that is good within the secular rhytifriife.

In terms of New Year’s Day we zero in first on wigaves ultimate meaning
to all of human history—the Incarnation of the Waoifdsod in Jesus of Nazareth.
Holding that as central to who we are, we can faea whatever 2006 brings.

(Continued on page 6)
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2005-2006
Religious Formation
Program

Early Childhood
(ages 3-4-5 years)
Sunday: 9:30-10:30 a.m.
No Session: Jan. 15
Sessions: Jan. 8, 22, 29

Grades 1-6
Monday: 4:45-6:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 4:45-6:00 p.m.
& 6:30-7:45 p.m.
Sessions: Jan. 9/10, 23/24, 30/31
No Session: Jan. 16/17

Grades 7-8
Sunday: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Sessions: Jan. 8, 22, 29

No Session: Jan. 15

R.C.I.C. with Families
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
January 8

Lesson Planning
For all catechists & Assistants

Gr. 1-3: Mon., Jan. 16 at 5:00 p.m.
Gr. 4-6: Tues., Jan. 17 at 5:00 p.m

Call Linda Bauer at 781.9488
if you cannot attend

Preparation for
the Sacrament of
First Eucharist

First parent/child session
Wed., January 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Or

Sun., January 29, at 10:45 a.m

For all children who are eligible,
along with their parents, to prepare
for the reception of this sacrament.

Watch your mail for more
information to come.

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Mother of God

Our Gospel this weekend takes us ba
two thousand years ago to that first Christmas
Jesus, “conceived in the womb” of Mary, is giver
the name “Jesus”, which means “savior.” God’s sgdaeds which began with
creation come to a new fulfillment in Christ. Noalstion brings a freedom from the
slavery of sin. Jesus is born of a woman, and sceaeive adoption. As we are God's
children, we are also God’s heirs which meansgbate day we will all share in the
fullness of divine life.

We celebrate today a Marian festival, under tthe ¢if Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God. Because God loves us so much, thexss born of our flesh and lived
among us. In this, humanity is raised up to shainity. And because of this, we
join the shepherds in “glorifying and praising Ga8lecause of this, we are blessed
too: “The Lord bless and keep you. The Lord letface shine upon you, and be
gracious to you! The Lord look upon you kindly agide you peace!”

As we receive “adoption”, along with it comes resgibilities. Salvation is a
gift of God, but we must cooperate with God'’s gréicst given to us through baptism.
Mary is the perfect model of this cooperation. Meoysented, conceived, gave birth
and now we are adopted as children of God, andesgive honor to Mary during this
season of celebrating God’s mighty deeds of salmatlary “kept all these things,
reflecting on them in her heart.”

What God was asking of her wasn't easy. This dhdlch of her was no
ordinary child. Mary reflected, pondered, worked iouher daily “yes” to God the
meaning of all this. And where did she faithfullggEven to Calvary. So must we, so
that we may share someday in the glory that Mamaaly experiences.

Children

“Your children are not your children.
They come through you, but not from you.
And though they are with you, yet they belong oydu.

You may give them your love,
but not your thoughts, for they have their own tluts.

You may house their bodies, but not their souls,
for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow,
which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to entldem like you.

For life goes not backward, nor tarries with yeddsr
You are the bows from which your children as livergows are sent forth.

Kahlil Gibran
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Baptisms

Before your baby can be
baptized, you must attend a baptism
preparation class. Prior to attending the
preparation class, you must call for an
appointment to come into the office to
register your child.

Teen News
Upcoming Teen Sessions...

January 8 — 6:30 Teen Session
January 22 — 6:30 Teen Session
January 29 — 6:30 Parent/Teen
Session. Mandatory meeting for all
those who will be attending Rainbow

Attention —
Youth Ministry Team

The Parish Council and all Commission
will meet on January 18, 2006. This
meeting includes all the Youth Ministry
Team. Please join us at 7:00 p.m.

Attention Scouts
Wishing to Work on
Their Religious Medals

Scouts from Tiger Cubs to
Webelos wishing to work on their
religious medals, please contact Mike
Bytner 586.784.8748 for more
information.

Book work will need to be

completed by January 15 and interviews

with Fr. Buersmeyer will be scheduled
for the week of January 16. This will
give us time to order the medals and
have them available to present on Scou
Sunday, February 5.

b
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VOLUNTETER

CAR?GIVERS

How to Request Help from SS. John & Paul’'s Chapteof
Macomb County Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers

If you are an adult who is in need of occasion@lp®rtive services such as
light housekeeping, meals, transportation, erractiisres, minor home repairs, etc.,
please call the parish office and make sure you sgpu are requesting help from
Macomb County Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers. You will then be transferred to
an extension where you will leave your requestu Wil be contacted shortly about
available help.

If you are calling after office hours, please dall the prompt for Macomb
County Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers and press “6ou may then leave your
message specifying what type of help is neededaimAgou will be contacted about
available help.

Meeting your needs is important to us so it i<@ithat you follow the
procedure outlined above when requesting help.nk$éor your assistance!

Income Tax Preparation

Starting the end of January and through mid-A@dmaritan House will offer
Federal and Michigan Income Tax preparation toviiddials with a gross income of
$20,000 or less and families with a gross incom®&3&,000 or less. This is a
cooperative effort between the IRS and Volunteeroimting Society. We presently
will see people by appointment only. For additidnéormation, please call
586.677.7590.

Host Families Needed

Would you like to host coffee and donuts after ohthe Sunday masses?
The host family is sent a checklist of how and wiegtds to be done for hosting. It
really is not hard. The parish pays for the doaumis beverage, so there is no cost to
you.

We would like to continue coffee and donuts eaghday, and with your help
we will be able to do that. Please consider beihgst family and sign up on the sheet
on the bulletin board in the hallway to the Actie#t Center.

North Vicariate Newsletter on line

The monthly North Vicariate Newsletter is now dahie online at
www.NMVonline.org. The newsletter lists the mass times for everishan our
vicariate. For the current issue and archives of {ggues of the newsletter, check out
the page entitled “View the North Macomb News”.
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Tent
Cards
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i

Wonder of it All

The first day of
each year is a day to
honor Mary, the mother
of Jesus. Itis adayto
look ahead to a brand new
year, as Mary looked
¥ ahead to a brand new life.

: “ It can also be a day to
look back on the past year, on its
struggles and hurts as well as its
successes and celebrations. With both
the looking ahead and the looking back
it is appropriate to be aware of the
blessings given to us from God and to
thank Him for his presence in our lives.

As Mary reflected on all the
happenings centered around the birth o
her son, she no doubt had mixed
emotions...fear, uncertainty, excitement
and love are just a few. As Mary gazed
on her son Jesus, she no doubt dreame
about a future.

What dreams do you think she
had for him and for their family?

What dreams do you have for

yourself and your family as we begin the¢

year of 20067

***

Christ Jesus, Son of Mary
and Son of Justice,
you continually bless us
and keep us safe,
you tirelessly reveal your
compassion to all,
you relentlessly lavish
us with forgiveness and peace.
May we be your sign of
mercy to the world.

f

d

(Pastor’s Perspective continued from page 2)
*Feast of the Holy Family

Some people were wondering what happened to thst B&the Holy Family
this year. Because Christmas fell on a Sundayy#uas, the feast of the Holy Family—
usually the Sunday after Christmas—got demotedvieekday. We celebrated it this
season on the past Friday, Decembdt 3Bomething similar will happen with the
feast of the Baptism of the Lord, usually the Synfidlowing Epiphany Sunday, the
day on which we end the Christmas season. Buinadae to Christmas falling on a
Sunday, the Baptism of the Lord will fall on Mondagnuary 8. We will end our
Christmas season that evening with our Monday ri¢ges, with a Christmas carol or
two for good measure!

*Vocation Awareness Outreach from the Diocese

The Archdiocese of Detroit is devoting all of 2006 ‘special year of
vocation,” encouraging vocations to the religioes &nd priesthood, but developing
ways so that every person, at each stage of éfss themselves as called in some ways
by God. This is exactly the focus the parish viecatommittee took on during the
past year. The homily on January 14/15 will bdiadogue form, asking you to think
about how faith makes a difference in whatevergowach day. The religious
education students will be given some materialeip them think about how they are
called by God in their own way. In February welwélebrate World Marriage Day
with an emphasis on marriage as a vocation.

The diocese is planning an assembly for Marchritazations, with
representatives from every parish being asked tiicgate in order to brainstorm
ideas on how to create a ‘culture of vocation’ tlgbout the Archdiocese of Detroit. |
will be asking our vocation committee members terat with me, if possible, but it is
open to others as well. If interested, please kknow.

On the first weekend of each month the diocesad®uraging holy hours,
prayer services and rosaries for vocations. | didike to encourage us to pray the
rosary on the first of each month in solidaritywéveryone else who is praying for the
Spirit of God to inspire all of us, but especiallyr young adults, to see their life as a
calling from God and be bold in taking steps inirlgyit in that way.

From January 11-1Bthere will be Eucharistic Days throughout the
Archdiocese at selected parishes, using a monsttalessed by the late Pope John
Paul Il. 1 will post the times and places for tbatthe bulletin board in the hallway.

Finally, in conjunction with that week of vocatiawareness in early January,
there will be a Men'’s Discernment Weekend at Sattedrt Seminary (January 12-
15). These are excellent weekends. Nothing héawged or pushy, but very
prayerful, enjoyable, interesting, and helpful fioen who wonder whether they might
have a vocation to some area of Church life or stipi—priesthood, brotherhood,
diaconate, full-time lay ministry. If you are émested—it is open to any man post-
high school on—please let me know. Thank you.

*Employment Opportunities

A parish member came to me last week who has &gelying for jobs in his
field—a skilled trade—and outside the field, sitgewas laid off in September.
Nothing. No bites, even with a good work record ®iltingness to adapt to the
employer’s needs. He wondered if | knew of anygtopening. Although | always
encourage someone in that situation to exploreyewvsual avenue for seeking a job, it
got me thinking that there might be parish memiadrs have businesses which will be
looking to hire in the next month or so. This naaml others like him, who are
members of the parish, might be given a chanceptya Jobs often come through
someone we know who passes that information os.toMe are a parish family. If
there is any job information that can be passethanwould help some of our
members, | would find a way to do so. Thanks. Nargntees on either side, just
possible opportunities.

* k k kK

May the New Year provide opportunities for ugtow in faith, be generous
in service to others, and witness to our trust @G

Fr. Buersmeyer
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Togethe'f in Ministry

Creating a Parish Community...

You did it, 25 years ago! Much hard work and piag
went into forming SS. John and Paul. We would tikeledicate
this column to those who had the visions and tleauths about a
future of a new church community. We applaud thioselved
over the past 25 years who celebrated togetheist@ind together,
endured hardships together, and have remainedsatiders in the
continuing ministry that happens here.

All year we have been celebrating the beginnin§®f John and Paul
Parish. We bring our year of special events tlmaecwith our parish
anniversary dinner on February 12, 2006. Hopeftitlis column will help you
to appreciate all those involved in our history &mthe thankful for their hard
work and persistence to see that our existencencmd.

A beginning note on our history...Before our panighs formed, we
depended largely on the parish of St. Clement oh&a Because of the growth
of the population, it eventually became appareat #mother church was needed
in this area. The next step...a Mass station veates at Washington
Elementary School to see if there was sufficietarist in the formation of a
new parish.

Where do we go from here? More to come...

Pray for our sick

Marjorie & Bob Aiken, Mary Angelosante, Mary Bur¢cd&alph Cleary,
Geraldine Dale, Lorraine Dawe, Lauren DeNio, Juaviudto, John Dreffs,
Alojzy Filipowicz, Krystyna Green, Ronnie HousewlrtgAnna Kaltz, Paige
Laird, Bernice Mayer, Bob Mehlick, Henry Miciek, Bxen Miller, Dorothy
Puffpaff, Helen Raad, Pasqua Rea, Hank Roman, A8mybe, Camille
Smith, Michelle Smith, Barbara Supina, Lou Scarpideren Shea, David
Stinson, Kelli Sobetski, Marianne Vettraino, Tonilughby

Pray for our military

Stewardship Report
December 24-25, 2005

Weekly budget............... $11,600.00
Offertory ...
No. Sunday envelopes used ............ .
Electronic Off. (30th)...............eeeeeeee.
No. Elect. Offerings..............cceeeunnes
Total offertory........cccccevvvvvvvennnnnnnn,

Other Monies / (# Envelopes)

Debt Reduction / () ceccvvvveeveeeeeeennnnnnn.
Children’s EnV. / () ceeeveeeeeeeeeeniennannenn.
Retire. For Rel. / ()evvevvevveeeeeeiiiiiies
Christmas / () ..ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
YearENd () .ooooovevveeieiiiiieeeee

(Amounts will be listed January 8th)

The first readings today recalls God'
special blessing upon the Israelites.
The Lord has been gracious to us as|
well, pouring into our hearts that spir
which knows Him as Father and
makes us His children. May we, like
Mary, treasure these things in our
hearts and live gratefully!

Readings for the Week of
January 1, 2006

Sunday, January 1:

Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
Monday, January 2:

1Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98; Jn 1:19-28
Tuesday, January 3

1Jn 2:29—3:6; Ps 98; Jn 1:29-34
Wednesday, January 4:

1Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98; Jn 1:35-42

Thursday, January 5:

1Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100; Jn 1:43-51

Friday, January 6:

1Jn 5:5-13; Ps 72; Mk 1:7-11 or

Lk 3:23-38 or Lk 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38
Saturday, January 7:

1Jn5:14-21; Ps 2; Jn 2:1-11

Sunday, January 8:

Is 60:1-6; Ps 29; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-1

Sponsor of the week

Noel & Greg Ales, Nick Bassett, Augie Biache Illjkd Boback,

Jon Brunner, Andrew Eppens, Eric Eppens, Tony GanBrett Kelsey,
David Krzycki, Jonathon Krusinski, Chris Krusinsklatthew MacLeod,
Paul McGowan, David Newberry, Thomas Schmidt, Jeni8hepard,
Vincent Titeriga, Chris Urbanczyk

Jenn’s Residential Cleaning
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Eucharistic
Prayer
Requests

Saturday and Sunday
December 31-Jan. 1, 2006
Joan Martino by Family

Monday, January 2, 2006
Paul Nelson by T. Klakulak Family

Tuesday, January 3, 2006
For the parishioners

Wednesday, January 4, 2006
Giulio Perazza by Family

Saturday and Sunday

January 7-8, 2006

Henry Luehmann by Mollon Family
Art Rose by Quayhackx Family
Helen Feys by Pospiech Family

Liturgical appointments for January 7-8 2006

5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
Celebrant | Fr. Sayes Fr. Buersmeyer |Fr. Sayes Fr. Buersmeyer
Lectors A. Franks M. Sobetski B. Greenway J. Puzzuoli
N. Peters J. Giffin M. Greenway S. Sabath
Eucharistic |A. Peters* J. Sova* L. Zabkowski* L. Hester*
Ministers D. Peters R. Schultz D. Zabkowski K. Puzzuoli
D. Peters A. Weaver L. Zellen S. Brunet
*Captain K. Peters M. Capp S. Zellen S. Wright
F. Perna B. Huellmantel S. Boettcher K. O'Neill
B. Brunner
R. DiDomenico
Altar G. Ellis E. Sova D. Gilbertson C. Carroll
Servers N. Delcourt J. Prudhomme Z. Becker
T. Culver J. Palombo
E. Reidel
Greeters L. Amato L. Weathers G. Laird D. Bernia
C. Hatcher M. Weathers D. Miller
Cantors — — — —
Ushers Team #1 Team #3 Team #5 Team #7
B. Diebboll B. Dale L. Monfils B. Cauley
L. Foltran J. Cymbalski M. Bayer J. Gerds
R. Pewinski E. Fannon B. Janowiak R. Kopera
J. Wright S. Krajewski K. Partyka L. LePage
A. Sova A. Sayler J. Martino
E. Sayler B. Jiannuzzi
Money Jerry Pospiech, Catherine Doskocz, Connie Hojnacki,
Counters Trudy Amore, Christine Winde, Bob & Sharon Burcar




