
 

Catholic Services Appeal 2007 
 

As in the years past, we will be needing a number of volunteers to work on the 
CSA appeal. If you would like to help, please fill out the form below and return it 
as soon as possible. There is also a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 
hallway to the Activities Center. 
 

I am able to help with the CSA in the following way after mass on: 
 

May 5  —   �  5:00 p.m.  
 

May 6  —   �  8:00 a.m.   �  9:30 a.m.  �  11:30 a.m.  
 

May 6  —   �  10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Help open and audit gifts/pledges  
 

May 12  —  �  5:00 p.m.  
 

May 13  — �  8:00 a.m. �  9:30 a.m. �  11:30 a.m.  
 

May 13  —  �  10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Help open and audit gifts/pledges  
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________________________________________ 

 
PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 
Fr. Buersmeyer’s weekly column 
appears on page 6. 
 
G.R.A.C.E 
Have you registered yet? Sessions are 
April 22, 24, 25, and 27. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
April 30 — Mass with Anointing during 
the regular 7:00 p.m. Monday evening 
mass. 
 
NEW PARISH COUNCIL  
MEMBERS NEEDED 
Nominate someone or yourself to serve a 
three-year term. See page 2. 
 
CSA HELP NEEDED 
Sign up to help take pledges/gifts or help 
open and audit gifts/pledges. See form 
on this page. 
 
MCREST (Macomb County Rotating 
Emergency Shelter Team) 
We are hosting 30 guests for one week, 
December 9-16, and many volunteers are 
needed. Page 4  lists the areas where 
help is needed. 
 
RITE OF CROWNING THE  
BLESSED MOTHER 
All are invited to take part in this 
celebration on May 1. Join us for this 
prayerful, reflective event. See page 2. 
 
HEALTH NOTES 
Our parish nurses are in partnership with 
St. Joseph’s Healthcare to better manage 
your health. See page 4. 
 

 

A Praise Concert 
April 20, 2007 

7:00 p.m. 
 

The SS. John & Paul Choir will be taking part in a 
concert to benefit Sisters, Home Visitors of Mary African 
Mission. The concert will take place at Sacred Heart 
Seminary, 2701 W. Chicago, Detroit. (Enter secure parking off Linwood) in 
the Bishop Gallagher Room. Cost is $25 per person, $5.00 for children 11 and 
under. Other featured choirs include: Corpus Christi, St. Gregory, St. 
Margaret, St. Thomas Moore, Metro Catholic Gospel Choir, The Chosen Few 
and Doris Perez. For tickets contact:  Sisters, Home Visitors of Mary at 
313.869.2160. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
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Here’s what’s  
happening  
this week! 

 
 
 
Monday, April 16:  
*Mass at 7:00 p.m.  
*11:30 Senior cards 
*NO RE  
*NO Adult Bells 
*7:30 Worship 
 
 
 

Tuesday, April 17:  
*Mass at 9:00 a.m.  
*NO RE  
*5:00-6:30 Jr. Choir  
*7:00 Confirmation  
 parent/candidate orientation 
*7:00 Christian Service 
*Soup kitchen at Salvation Army 
 
 
 

Wednesday, April 18:  
*9:00 a.m. Mass 
*10:00 a.m. Art & Environment 
*2:00 Anniversary committee meeting 
*6:30 Taize Prayer 
*7:00 Parish Council 
*7:00 Picnic Committee 
*7:00 Card Ministry 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 19:  
*7:00 Choir 
 
 
 

Friday, April 20  
*9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. MCREST 
 leadership meeting 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 21: 
*3:00 Confessions 
*3:00 Teen Bells 
 
 
****************************  
 
 
Regular Parish Office Hours 
 

Mon. - Wed .— 9 :00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Thursday — 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Friday — 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday—12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday — 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

New Parish Pastoral Council Members Needed 
Nominations for Parish Council members are now open for four new members. 
Qualifications include being: 
 

· Registered in the parish and 18 years of age or older 
· Able to serve a three-year term 
· Willing to work collegially in seeking consensus on issues 

 

No election is held. Names of all nominees are placed in a basket and selected at mass 
through a drawing by hand. A youth representative, high school age, is also needed. A 
separate selection will take place. Please return the following form in the collection 
basket, by mail, or to the parish office during regular hours. 

 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Member Nomination Form 

 
I would like to nominate the following person(s) to serve as a member of the 
Parish Pastoral Council. You may nominate yourself. 
 
Name: ______________________________________ Phone: _______________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________ Phone: _______________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________ Phone: _______________ 
 
High School Nominee: 
 

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: _______________ 

Highlights of Parish Pastoral Council 
Meeting Held March 21, 2007 
 
· Council examined the recommended guidelines set up by the Hospitality 

Committee to encourage responsible drinking at parish functions. Discussion will 
continue at next month’s meeting 

· Jim Rielly, Council’s newest member, was recognized and welcomed. 
· Fr. Sayes’ 50th anniversary party will be held on June 2, 2007 outdoors after the 

5:00 p.m. Mass. 
· Council commended Fr. Buersmeyer and the Parish Staff for their continuing hard 

work in making the G.R.A.C.E. (Growing and Responding As Catholic Everyday) 
program a huge success. 

· Pat Dobbs and Pennie Grover volunteered to form a subcommittee to solicit new 
Council members for 2007-08. Members’ terms expiring in June are Dan 
Zabkowski, Connie Hojnacki, Barbara Jarzembski, and Mary Rose. 

· Vision For The Future feedback sessions were discussed. Approximately 2/3 of all 
returns were favorable, thus enabling Council to move to the next step, i.e. to 
approach the Archdiocese. A Council member will be on hand to thank 
parishioners at all three Masses on March 25, and at the 7:00 p.m. Mass on March 
26, for their feedback which has been very helpful and greatly appreciated. 

· The next meeting will be held on April 18, 2007 and Pat Dobbs will be prayer 
leader. 
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2006-2007 
Religious 
Formation 
Program 

 
 

October-May 
 

 

Early Childhood 
(ages 3-4-5 years) 
Sunday:  9:30 a.m. 

Sessions: April 22, 29 
 

Grades 1-6  
Monday:  4:45-6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday: 4:45-6:00 p.m. 

& 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
NO sessions during 
the month of April 
G.R.A.C.E. only: 

April 22, 24, 25, 27 
 

Grades 7-8 
Sunday:  6:30-8:30 p.m. 
In weekly blocks of time  

 
G.R.A.C.E. 

All Are Welcome! 
Sun., April 22 — 5:00-7:30 p.m. 
Tues., April 24 — 6:00-8:30 p.m. 
Wed., April 25 — 5:00-7:30 p.m. 
Fri., April 27 — 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

 
CELEBRATION OF THE  

SACRAMENT OF  
FIRST EUCHARIST 

 
 

The following children will be receiving their 
First Eucharist over the next two weeks.  Please keep 
them and their families in prayer as they join us at the 
table of our Lord.   
 
APRIL 15 
9:30 a.m.  — Marco Gaglio and Jessica Lulis 
11:30 a.m. — Samuel Delcourt and Chase Kopczyk 
 
APRIL 21 
5:00 p.m. — Bridget Bytner, Adam Migliore,  
 and Zachary Page 
 
APRIL 22 
11:30 a.m. — Danielle Covins, Steven Kaniuk, 
  Erin Labaere, Paul Labaere,  
 Sarah Ozella, Joseph Russo 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SIGN UP 
NOW! 

 
APRIL  

22, 24, 25, 27 
 

Theme:  Mary 
 

Event:  Rite of 
May Crowning,  
Honoring the 
Blessed Mary;  

Praying the  
Rosary 

 
Mail…  

Drop Off… 
Fax 

586.781.7061 
Registration 

Forms as soon 
as possible 

 
Forms can be 

found in racks in 
back of church. 

 

Rite of Crowning  
Honoring the  
Blessed Mary;   

Praying the Rosary 
 

Tuesday,  May 1     
6:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Are Welcomed! 
The April G.R.A.C.E. session pre-
pares us for the celebration of this 
event.  Even if you did not attend 
G.R.A.C.E. we strongly encourage 
you to join us in this reflective, 
prayerful event.  

 
 

  BELIEVE! 
 

While Jesus was alive Thomas was as strong as an oak. 

But when Jesus was put to death, 

he became a reed shaking in the winds of doubt. 

The truth was, though he didn’t realize it at the time, 

that it was the Master who was the oak. 

He was a mere sapling growing in his shade. 

When the oak fell he was defenseless. 

All of us are shaken by the winds of doubt. 

We need to look at the Lord’s wounds, 

and hear his gentle voice saying to us: 

‘Cease doubting and believe.’ 

Then with Thomas we shall make bold to say: 

“My Lord and my God.’ 

 

The story of Doubting Thomas brings home to us just 

how frail is the human container in which the gift of faith 

is carried.  And it also shows us that Christian faith is 

essentially faith in a person who loves us—and has the 

wounds to prove it.  At the heart of biblical faith is not 

only the faith we have in God, but the faith God  has in 

us.  
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Card 

What is Heart Failure? 
 Heart Failure is one of the more common heart problems in our country. It 
occurs when your heart is not able to pump enough blood to meet the needs of the rest 
of your body.  There are many causes of HF, but in each case one or more parts of the 
heart does not work well. The most common cause of HF is a weakening of the heart 
muscle itself possibly related to conditions such as:    

·  After a heart attack  
·  If your blood pressure is too high for a long time.  
·  Drinking too much alcohol for many years  
·  Infection 
·  Heart valves abnormalities 
·  Other heart related diseases 
·  Sometimes there are unknown causes known as cardiomyopathy. 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
  As your Faith Community Nurses, we are in partnership with St. Joseph's 
Healthcare to better manage your health.  Together we are reaching out to the 
community with a new project to assist with managing chronic diseases.  It is called, 
“The Call To Care Project” (CTCP) Chronic Disease Management. The current focus is 
on heart failure and diabetes in adults; obesity in children in collaboration with the 
school health network, and medication assistance through the Prescription Resource 
Network (PRN).  Our health ministry team encourages you to contact us if you have 
heart failure, diabetes, or a serious concern regarding childhood obesity in your family, 
and /or uninsured prescription coverage.  We encourage you to contact us especially if 
you have been a patient at St. Joseph's hospital.  You could possibly be a candidate for 
the project at no cost and together we can better serve you with uninterrupted, optimal 
care. 

 “The Lord is my protector, he is my strong fortress, and with him I am safe.   
He protects me like a shield: he defends me and keeps me safe.” 

Psalm 18:2 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Anne Petriches 

Health Notes 

 
 
 
 
 The recent SS. John & Paul sponsored American Red Cross blood drive was a 
great success!  Our goal was to collect 50 units.  Our generous parishioners and 
neighbors were able to push us past our goal to a total of 54 units!  This means that 
through your efforts, potentially 162 patients in local hospitals were helped by  your 
life giving gift.  Although they can’t personally thank you, we can. 
 Many thanks to Mary Adkins who helped coordinate and publicize this drive, 
Katie Adkins and Jessica Capp for the wonderful lunch they made for our volunteers 
and Red Cross staff, Regina Newlin and Laura Gerds for their delicious homemade 
cookies and Debbie Martens for phoning our potential donors.  Last but not least, 
thanks to our own Red Cross volunteers Monica Payne and Eddie Ghidoli whose 
presence always puts smiles on our faces!  

 Faith invites us into a  
relationship of love.  The hidden, triune 
God is fully revealed in Jesus Christ, 
who embodies divine love and who 
communicates that love to us by his life 
and mission and by his suffering, death 
and resurrection.  That divine love is 
freely given and our free response is how 
Catholic teaching describes “faith.”  The 
gift of faith is a relationship where we 
trust the truth of that which has been 
revealed in Jesus Christ, handed down 
by those first witnesses, and then from 
generation to generation in the church. 
 It is through the community that 
we first receive the gift of faith from 
God.  Faith comes through “hearing” and 
depends on witnesses who hand it on, 
who “speak it.”  Through the action of 
the Holy Spirit, the “Good News” is 
spread and ears are opened to hear what 
is told. 
 Our relationship to God in faith 
can sometimes be shaken.  We may 
experience evil, suffering and injustice in 
this world, and we question God, we 
doubt, and we struggle in our belief.  In 
times of doubt and struggle, individuals 
can turn to the community of faith for 
support. 
 How do you spread the “Good 
News?” How do you support those in 
pain and are struggling in their faith? 

 
 

“Christ Jesus, 
you are our center, 

the source of our faith. 
Help our unbelief and  

increase our faith. 
Happy are those who believe! 

 
Christ Jesus, 

you are hope for us in times of struggle. 
Help our unbelief and increase our faith. 

Happy are they who believe! 
 

Christ Jesus, 
you are the living sign of new life. 

You are our peace,  
our Lord and our God. 

Help our unbelief and increase our faith. 
Happy are they who believe! 

Happy Are They 
Who Believe 
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Team Leaders Needed 
 Planning for MCREST (Macomb County Rotating Emergency Shelter Team) 
is underway.  The parish will be hosting 30 guests for one week (December 9 – 16, 
2007) and many volunteers are needed.  Several parish committees/groups have 
volunteered to assist during MCREST week.  The Teens, Family Committee and the 
Knights of Columbus have agreed to each put on dinners during MCREST week.  
Several other churches have agreed to provide the remainder of the dinners for the 
week. 
 I am in the process of recruiting Team Leaders for MCREST.  Team Leaders 
assist in planning and preparation of MCREST for their specific team.  They are 
responsible for organizing and supervising the volunteers on their team during the 
MCREST week.  Many parishioners have volunteered to be Team Leaders but more 
are needed to complete the Team Leadership for MCREST.  I need volunteers to come 
forward now so that the planning can continue. 
 

 The following parishioners have volunteered to be Team Leaders: 
¨ Bakers – Sharilyn Kaniuk 
¨ Breakfasts – Cathy Radtke and Laurie Crabtree 
¨ Child Advocate – Holly Anderson 
¨ Dinners – Sue Keller and Pat Fields 
¨ Intake – Mimi Gendreau 
¨ Laundry  – Mary Adkins 
¨ Lunches – Connie Delcourt 
¨ Medications – Peggy Benson 
¨ Customs/Sunday Search and Pat Down – Michael Bouthillet 
¨ Transportation – Bill Huellmantel and Tom Klakulak 
¨ Telephones — Marilyn McDonell 
¨ Security/Night Supervisor — Bill Conway 
¨ Sunday Break Down — Jim and Suzanne Rielly 

 

 Team Leaders are needed for the following Teams: 
¨ Concierge/Counselor 
¨ Housekeeping 
¨ Maintenance 
¨ Mentoring 
¨ Security/Night Supervision — Need another co-team leader 
¨ Shopping 
¨ Showers 
¨ Smoking 
¨ Sunday Set Up 
¨ Sunday Break Down — Need another co-team leader 
¨ Volunteer Registration 

 

Please contact me at mgendreau@comcast.net or (248) 652-3799 to inquire 
about being a Team Leader and to discuss the responsibilities of each team.  Many 
teams can use two (2) Co-Team Leaders so consider teaming up with a friend and 
volunteering to take on a team.   
 
 

Transportation 
 We are looking for auto dealerships or private companies to loan passenger 
vans for MCREST week to transport guests.  If you have contact with a dealership/
company that might consider loaning a van, please contact Transportation Team Leader 
Bill Huellmantel at (586) 786-9625 or bnbhuell@aol.com.  
 
 

     Mimi Gendreau, MCREST Coordinator 

Soup Kitchen News 
 Thanks to everyone who 
participated and donated food in 
February.  Our next meal will be served 
on Tuesday, April 17, 2007.  We will 
serve a spaghetti lunch with salad and 
fresh fruit.  Donated items should be 
delivered to the parish kitchen before 
April 16th .   Please mark your bags 
SOUP KITCHEN.  Please call Pat Sagert 
(586.781.7035) or Barbara Jarzembski 
(586.336.1450) to see what is needed. 
 The Soup Kitchen team meets 
at 8:30 AM SHARP the day of the lunch 
at SS. John & Paul and leaves via 
carpool to the Salvation Army Soup 
Kitchen at 8:45 AM.  God bless you for 
your continued generosity.  

Focus:  HOPE  
Food Deliverers Needed 
  April 18th is SS. John & Paul’s 
turn to deliver Focus:  HOPE lunches to 
neighbors in our area.  We need 3 – 4 
people who would be willing to donate 
approximately two hours of their time to 
deliver these lunches.  Drivers would 
report to Samaritan House at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday, April 18th to get instructions 
and food.  If you would like to help out 
in this way, please call Kathy at the 
Parish Office at 781-9010  

Adopt-A-County Road 
 Spring is in the air! This is a 
time so many of us look forward to after 
a long, drab winter. Unfortunately, it is 
also a time when all the garbage along 
our roadways that has accumulated over 
the winter months becomes so 
noticeable. 
 If you would like to help return 
our stretch of 28 Mile Road to its pre-
winter splendor, please join us on 
Saturday, May 5, at 8:00 a.m. We will 
view a short safety video, grab our 
supplies and be finished and back at 
church by 10:00 a.m. Please call the 
parish office by Thursday, May 3, so 
we will know who to expect. Don’t 
forget to wear long pants, long-sleeved 
shirts, baseball caps and boots. You may 
also want to bring bug spray and 
sunglasses. Water will be provided. 
Thanks in advance for being good 
stewards of the earth! 
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P astor’s Perspective 
 
*Easter Thank Yous 
 Thank you to all who made the 
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Easter Vigil) and Easter celebrations 
so meaningful and special. The parish 
staff helps out in so many unseen ways. I 
want to thank Linda Bauer and our Art 
and Environment committee for all the 
changing colors, flowers and set ups and 
all who helped them.  What a wonderful 
series of liturgies musically! Thank you 
to Al Eppens and all the choirs: adult 
choir and bells; teen bells; junior choir 
and bells, cantors, contemporary 
ensemble, and extra musicians. You will 
note on the front page a concert that they 
will be part of this coming week.  Thank 
you to JoAnne Owens and all the 
R.C.I.A. sponsors and catechists who 
shepherded our newly initiated adults 
through these last 12 months or so.  
Thank you to servers, ushers, 
communion ministers, lectors, greeters 
and all who participated in these 
liturgies.  What a difference it makes to 
have good turn outs of people and such 
active participation. 
 
 
 *G.R.A.C.E. II 
 Our second session of 
G.R.A.C.E. is fast approaching.  
Remember, these sessions are for the 
whole community, not just children or 
parents and children.  There are openings 
for the Friday and Tuesday night times 
and a few for the Sunday and 
Wednesday.  Please let us know this 
week so we can plan for food and 
materials accordingly. 
 
 
 *The Appearances of the Risen Jesus 
 What are we to make of the 
bodily appearances of Jesus after his 
death and resurrection?  Each of the 
gospel writers has their own insights into 
how to understand that mystery.  We 
have one such passage in today’s gospel 
reading—the story of Thomas in John’s 
gospel. 
 
 Notice that the gospel writer 
specifically references that the doors 
were locked and yet Jesus appears in 
their midst.  In other words, this is not 

simply the resuscitated body of the dead 
Jesus.  It is his resurrected form.  The 
final resurrection is not a belief that we 
will look like we do now or function as 
we do now or that the same molecules 
that make up our body now will be the 
ones that make up our bodies at the 
resurrection.  All the gospel writers try in 
some way to depict the difference of the 
risen Jesus and the uncertainty of the 
disciples at first, as to who this is.  In 
other words, the appearances of Jesus 
include the need for faith on the part of 
the disciples.  When Mary Magdalene, as 
depicted by John’s gospel, first sees 
Jesus after the resurrection, it says she 
does not recognize him, thinking him to 
be a gardener. Only when he says her 
name does her heart recognize in faith 
the presence of the Lord.  Jesus has been 
transformed not simply resuscitated. 
 
 But equally the gospels do not 
want us to think of the risen Jesus as 
anyone other than Jesus of Nazareth, 
who suffered and was crucified for us.  
In some way or other they make clear 
that the risen Jesus is not simply a 
ghostly appearance.  He is not created by 
the minds of the disciples.  They are 
experiencing the same person they knew 
while he was living, but now 
transformed. The continuity of the risen 
Jesus with the earthly Jesus is usually 
depicted in the woundedness of the risen 
Lord.  Jesus in today’s gospel shows the 
apostles the wounds in the hands and 
side.  He invites Thomas to probe those 
nailmarks and lance wound in order to 
believe.  The faith they (and we) are 
called to is faith in the life, preaching, 
healing, teaching, and community that 
Jesus did in his earthly life, not simply a 
belief that we can live after death like 
Jesus.  The gospels make clear that it is 
improper to make a huge distinction 
between the Jesus of history and the 
Christ of faith, as though the former was 
an extraordinary man and the latter a 
creation of the early Church. No, Jesus is 
the Christ—in his earthly life and in his 
resurrected state.  And our belief in that 
resurrection is to enable us to live our 
lives now more fully, not simply a hope 
that we will live after we die. 
 
 Thirdly, today’s gospel makes 
clear that those who ‘have not seen yet 
believe’ are the ones truly blessed. In 

other words, this gospel wants us to 
understand that we are not at some type 
of disadvantage for faith because we 
never knew the earthly Jesus nor had an 
appearance of the risen Lord to us.  Faith 
allows us to be as fully and faithfully a 
disciple of the Lord as the earliest 
apostles. We might not have the 
extraordinary and direct experience of 
the risen Lord appearing to us, but we 
are able to experience just as well the 
presence of the risen Lord at work in our 
lives. 
 
 
 *Divine Mercy Sunday 
 A couple of parish members 
asked whether we are celebrating 
“Divine Mercy Sunday” this weekend.  
In the year 2000 Pope John Paul II added 
the name “Divine Mercy Sunday” to the 
Sunday after Easter.  In the liturgical 
calendar it is more commonly known as 
the “Second Sunday of Easter’ or the 
“Octave of Easter”, since it is the eighth 
day of the Easter season. 
 
 By ancient custom, we 
celebrate this Octave or second Sunday 
of Easter as though we are still in the 
midst of Easter day.  The prayers of the 
liturgy are written in that form.  The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ breaks open 
all time and space. He is no longer 
bound by these constraints.  Everyday, in 
a sense, is a day for experiencing the 
risen Jesus at work in our lives. We are 
in a new era, part of the reality of the 
kingdom of God that is already breaking 
in but not yet fully here.  The Church 
tries to capture that sense of the 
awesome wonder of the resurrection by 
celebrating the whole octave of Easter as 
though it is still Easter day. 
 
 The most important and 
primary celebration, then, on this second 
Sunday of Easter is not whether we pray 
the chaplet of Divine Mercy or other 
devotions on this day. Rather, it is the 
Sunday Eucharist itself.  Those who find 
the devotion to the Divine Mercy helpful 
to their journey of discipleship are 
encouraged to do that. But a caution is in 
order. In practice, some Catholics place 
more emphasis on that devotional prayer 
than on the Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
on Good Friday, the Easter Vigil on 
Holy Saturday evening, and Easter 
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· Attention 8th Graders — There is a meeting scheduled on April 17 at 7:00 p.m. 
for all the parents and future candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation. If 
your teen has completed the two year preparation process and would like to learn 
more about the process of Confirmation, please make sure you attend this 
meeting. Any questions or concerns, please call Karen Peters at 586.781.9488. 

 

· G.R.A.C.E. — The next G.R.A.C.E. session will be on April 22, from 5:00-7:30 
p.m. This is for all teens! Seventh grade will meet separately and 8-12th grades 
will meet. Please make sure your family has a registration form completed for this 
night. It is very important that we know the number of people in attendance for the 
food count. Any questions, please call Karen Peters, 586.781.9488. 

· Thank you — to all the teens who gave up their time to do the Stations of the 
Cross for our parish family. You all did a great job! We are so proud of you all! 

 
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right back row: Nick Foster, Zac Compeau, Shannon McIntyre, 

Emily Simonetti, Dayna Peters, Alex Simonetti, Devon Compeau, 
Brooke Pallas, Eric Goble, Salaina Catalano, and Danielle Peters 

Front row: Jordyn McIntyre, Lauren Foster, Pam Hester, 
Anthony Grifka and Michael Grifka 

Teen News  
(Grades 9-12) 

Sunday and its Octave.  Gathering with 
the community on those days and 
actively celebrating those liturgies as 
communities of faith is so much more 
important than whether one is keeping 
the Divine Mercy novena.  
 
 In that sense, Divine Mercy 
Sunday is always a secondary 
designation to this Sunday.  Any 
devotional prayer can be added in order 
to deepen our openness to the risen Jesus 
and willingness to be transformed by his 
merciful love. And to the extent that the 
Divine Mercy devotion helps us do that, 
it is to be commended and encouraged.  
But we must be careful not to fall into 
the trap of thinking that if only we pray a 
certain way or do a certain set of prayers 
and practices, some automatic grace of 
God is guaranteed to us. 
 
 I can remember growing up 
with the encouragement of keeping a 
novena (nine) of first Fridays in order to 
guarantee a happy and saving death.  So, 
one attended Mass on those first Fridays, 
said an extra set of prayers devoted to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, made a good 
confession a few times during that 
stretch and so on.  Did such a devotion 
guarantee a happy death or salvation?  
Of course not. That was a popular but 
misguided understanding of what such 
devotions are about. Rather, all 
devotions are ways to focus our prayer 
and action toward goals that are godly 
rather than sinful.  If we embrace and 
embody the same heart of love that Jesus 
has for all humanity—which was the 
point of those first Friday devotions—
then of course we would be happy at the 
core of our heart and know Christ’s 
saving love now and at the time of death.  
But the devotion didn’t and couldn’t 
guarantee it. Rather, the prayerful 
devotion, properly experienced, shaped 
us as persons in a loving, godly way 
toward that goal. 
 
 So, too the current devotion to 
the Divine Mercy.  It comes from some 
private revelations of St. Faustina, a 
Polish saint who was canonized by Pope 
John Paul II in 2000 and to whom he had 
a personal devotion.  As private 
revelation it means that we can accept 
her experiences or reject them.  We are 
not required to believe them. They are 

not part of our “deposit of faith.”  But as 
a canonized saint and as a Church-
approved devotion, Faustina and the 
Divine Mercy devotion are commended 
to Catholics, if they choose, as a way to 
deepen their spiritual lives by focusing 
on Jesus’ divine mercy. 
 
 So, back to the original 
question. Do we celebrate Divine Mercy 
here at SS. John and Paul?  Of course we 
do. That is one way to designate what 
the Easter mystery is all about: God’s all 

merciful love in and through his Son, 
the risen Jesus.  But, no, we do not 
have here the specific devotion to the 
Divine Mercy that St. Faustina 
popularized.  Please check the 
Michigan Catholic for a list of 
parishes that do. 
 
  May the mercy of God 
which comes to us in the risen Jesus 
draw us toward greater wholeness 
and holiness. 
 
  Fr. Buersmeyer 
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Stewardship Report 
April 7-8, 2007 

 
 
 
 

Weekly budget .....................$11,600.00 
Offertory................................$15,956.93 
No. Sunday envelopes used...............421 
Total offertory .....................$15,956.93 
 
Other Monies / (# Envelopes) 
Debt Reduction / (14) .................$308.00 
Children’s Env. / (12)...................$29.75 
CRS (1).........................................$10.00 
 
 
 
Did you know that we pay over $6,500 
a year to insure the church and the 
Activities Center? The parish counts 
on a consistent weekly offertory in 
order to pay this premium. Thank you 
for supporting the parish. 

����

Pray for our sick 
 

Mary Angelosante, Rita Bayer, Suzanne Bawol, Mary Burcar, Bill 
Cauley, Vivette Clark, Ralph Cleary, Deborah Conn, Chris Del Pappa, 
Lauren DeNio, Art Donovan, Antoinette Errante, Alojzy Filipowicz, 
Krystyna Green, Mark Hansen, Lora Hardin, Jerry Hyvonen, Janet  
Johnson, Krissi Kehrig, Hayden Kroll, John LaCroix, Mrs. Fred LaRose, 
Jacob Main, Bernice Mayer, Agnes Mehlick, Bob Mehlick, Trudy  

Mehlick, Adele Miller, Larry Newsom, Denise Olejniczak, John Pakledinaz, Dorothy 
Puffpaff, Hank Roman, Mary Ruppert, Albert Sabbe, Alice Sabbe, Camille Smith, Mi-
chelle Smith, Tommasina Smith, Cecelia Smith, Mary Sorrow, Ken Stempien, Barbara 
Supina, Duane VanPamel, Elvire VanPamel, Nathan Walper, Richard Waluk 

Sponsor of the week 

 
 

Pamela’s Catering 

����

Pray for our military 
 

Noel & Greg Ales, Nick Bassett, Augie Biache III, Mike Boback,  
Andrew Eppens, Eric Eppens, Tony Gentilia, David Krzycki,  
Jonathon Krusinski, Chris Krusinski, Paul McGowan, David Newberry,  
Ryan Ribant, Thomas Schmidt, Chris Staniszewski, Vincent Titeriga,  
Daniel Trendell, Hunter Taylor 

North Macomb Vicariate Newsletter 
 News from parishes in our North Macomb Vicariate is available online at 
www.NMVonline.org. The newsletter also lists the mass time for every parish in our 
vicariate. For the current issue and archives of past issues of the newsletter, check out 
the page entitled “View the North Macomb News”. You can also use Yahoo! or 
Google’s search engine by putting in the search line: North Macomb Vicariate or North 
Macomb Vicariate News.  

Readings for the Week of  
April 15, 2007 
 

Sunday, April 15: 
Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118; Rv 1:9-11a,  
12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31 
Monday, April 16: 
Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2; Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday, April 17: 
Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday, April 18: 
Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday, April 19: 
Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34; Jn 3:31-36 
Friday, April 20: 
Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27; Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday, April 21: 
Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33; Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday, April 22: 
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30;  
Rv 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 

 Effective May 1, 2007, Meijers will change the way Community Rewards are 
earned.  Rewards will only be earned by purchases made with a Meijer credit card  or 
cash. Rewards will not be earned for purchases paid by personal check, debit or non-
Meijer credit cards, as was allowed since the program began.  Anyone that is currently 
enrolled in this program will have to re-enroll before May 1st if they are interested in 
earning Meijer Community Rewards under their new guidelines.   
 Please know that we are not expecting or encouraging anyone to apply for 
a credit card in order for the parish to receive rewards.   
 We are grateful for your support of this program these past three years.  Over 
six thousand dollars has been raised through this program and these funds will be used 
to offset the cost of the new sign on 28 Mile Road.  Thank you for your support of the 
parish 

Changes to Meijer Community Rewards 
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Liturgical appointments for April 21-22, 2007 
 5:00 p.m. 

 
8:00 a.m. 

 
9:30 a.m. 

 
11:30 a.m. 

 

Celebrant Fr. Buersmeyer  Fr. Buersmeyer Fr. Sayes Fr. Buersmeyer 

Lectors 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 
 
*Captain 

Altar 
Servers 

Greeters 

Ushers  
 

Team #2 
M. LaRaia 
M. Hendershot 
J. Krieg 
M. Macha 

Team #4 
R. Giffin 
K. Grunewald 
B. Huellmantel 
H. Susalla 

Team #6 
B. Burcar 
B. Cammarata 
J. Pospiech 
B. Schulz 
J. Gerds 

Team #8 
L. LePage 
C. Klapec 
R. Kopera 
J. Kretchman 
K. McBride 
J. Pyke 
D. Waligore 

Collection 
Counters 

Catherine LaRose, Ken Grunewald, Moira Mullin, 
Bill & Bev Huellmantel, Hilary & Grace Susalla 

B. Conlon 
P. Brunet 

M. Sobetski 
J. Puzzuoli 

S. Dickens 
T. Fletcher 

L. Hester 
S. Sabath 

L. Klakulak* 
M. Klakulak 
T. Klakulak 
M. Klakulak 
M. McCann 

J. Sova* 
A. Weaver 
K. Puzzuoli 
G. Bawol 
M. Capp 

R. Seidel* 
C. Seidel 
M. Adkins 
L. Zellen 
S. Zellen 
D. Zabkowski 
L. Zabkowski 

J. Schnepf* 
P. Waligore 
M. Bonaudo 
B. Hellebuyck 
S. Wright 

N. Bytner 
N. Hepner 

—Open— Z. Compeau H. Becker 
J. Trombley 

M. McCann 
I. Stavenow 

A. Weaver 
S. Cratsenburg 

B. Quayhackx 
M. Hoenle 

P. Waligore 

Eucharistic  
Prayer Requests 

 

Saturday and Sunday 
April 14-15, 2007 
Frank Martino by J. Martino 
Dorothy Dawood by Family 
Geri Dale by E. MacDougall 
Gerald Hatcher by Wife 
Clemente Truden by A. Truden 
Olga Recchia & Anna Catenacci 
by V. Recchia 
Fr. John West by Family 
 

Monday, April 16, 2007 
Bernie Nelson by T. Klakulak Family 
James Dushane by Wife & Family 
 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007  
Franklin W. Lawson by Fiebelkorn Fam. 
 

Wednesday, April 18, 2007 
Intention of Lois Nelson 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
April 21-22, 2007 
Ronald Darga by J. Martino Family 
Ken Willoughby by SSJP Choir 
Annunziata Evangelista by Family 
Zita Westrick by Dobbs Family 
Vlora & Julian Berishaj by Family 


