
 

G.R.A.C.E. 
January G.R.A.C.E. sessions are 
January 6, 8, 9, and 11 
 

SECOND TIME AROUND 
CHRISTMAS GARAGE SALE 
When you begin to pack away your 
Christmas items think ahead to our 
Christmas garage sale. See page 4. 
 

POTLUCK DINNER &  
GAME NIGHT 
Friday, January 18, 2008 
from 6:30-10:00 p.m. See page 4. 
 

REGISTRATION WEEKEND 
January 19-20, 2008 after  
all the Masses 

P astor’s Perspective 
*4 th Sunday of Advent 
 We end the Advent season by 
focusing more directly on preparation for 
the feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 
(Christmas). This year’s readings take 
their cue from Matthew’s gospel, which 
unfolds the story through the experience 
of Joseph. In many ways it is my favorite 
account, less familiar than the one from 
Luke, but so rich in meaning. Joseph is 
just ready to divorce Mary (in Jewish 
legal customs engagement was 
considered binding and could not be 
lightly changed), having found her 
pregnant and knowing it is not his child, 

(Continued on page 6) 

 The paradox and awesome mystery of Christmas.  In an 
obscure village of a seemingly unimportant people, a child is 
born, vulnerable and powerless.  Yet in that vulnerability dwells 
the very gift of God’s Word and human history is forever 
changed. 
 
 May our parish community of SS. John and Paul be 
marked by that same combination of vulnerability and openness 
to God. 
 
 We, the parish staff, thank you for the opportunity to 
continue this journey of faith with you and celebrate with you 
this great feast of the Nativity.  May God’s peace and joy dwell 
deep in your hearts and in your families. 
 
 Merry Christmas to all families and friends of SS. John 
and Paul Parish 
 
 Fr. David Buersmeyer  Mary Ann LaRaia 
 Fr. Ron Sayes   Bob Lerczak 
 Deacon John Wright  Kathy Mollon 
 Linda Bauer   JoAnne Owens 
 Alfred J. Eppens  Karen Peters 
 Paula Klozik   Bridget Theodoroff 

Check us out on the web. See what’s “New and Noteworthy”, read past issues of our bulletin, find links to other sites. Go online  
and see for yourself—www.ssjohnandpaul.org. Please visit our website weekly to keep abreast of what’s new and noteworthy. 
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Here’s what’s  

happening  
this week! 

 
 
 
 

Monday, December 24: 
*Christmas Eve masses at 
 5:00 p.m. and Midnight 
*Parish Office open 9:00a.m.-Noon 
 
 
Tuesday, December 25:  
*Christmas Day masses at  
 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., &  
 11:30 a.m. Children’s Mass 
*Parish Office closed 
 
 
Wednesday, December 26:  
*9:00 a.m. Mass 
*Parish Office closed 
 
 
Thursday, December 27: 
*NO Adult Choir 
*Parish Office closed 
 
 
Friday, December 28: 
*Parish Office closed 
 
 
Saturday, December 29: 
*3:00 Confessions 
*NO Teen Bells 
*Parish Office closed 
 
 
**************************  

 
Holiday Office Hours 
Please note parish offices will close 
at noon on December 24 and reopen 
on December 31 from Noon-3 p.m. 
Parish office will be closed on  
January 1 and reopen January 2 
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Regular Parish Office Hours 
 

Mon. - Wed .— 9 :00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Thursday — 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Friday — 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday—12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday — 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve — Monday, December 24 
Mass at 5 p.m. (not a children’s Mass) 

Mass at 12 midnight 
(Choir carols prior to midnight) 

 

Christmas Day — Tuesday, December 25 
Masses at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

NB: The Christmas children’s Mass is at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
Mass at 7:00 p.m. Monday, December 31  

and 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 1 

 

  Christmas Prayer 
 

Come Lord Jesus, Light of the World, Prince of Peace and beloved Savior; 
Come into our hearts this Christmas and fill us with your gifts of love and joy. 

Thank you for “gifting” us with your presence among us. 
 

With Mary and Joseph, we rejoice and thank God for you. 
With the angels and saints we sing “Glory to God in the highest.” 

With the Magi and the shepherds we bow before you with hearts full of wonder. 
 

Dear Emmanuel, God with us, help us to follow you faithfully 
and to share the good news of your coming with everyone we meet. 
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2007-2008 
Religious  

Formation  
Program 

September — May 
 

G.R.A.C.E. 
Parish Formation Program 

For All ages 
 

NO G.R.A.C.E. in December 
Next Session:  January 6, 8, 9, 11 

6:00-8:30 p.m. 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
3-1/2 to 5 yrs. old 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Dec. 23 
No session Dec. 30, Jan. 6 
Sessions: Jan. 13, 20, 27 

 

For information on either program 
above, or for any other adult 
formation or preparation for 
sacraments, please call the 

Formation Office 586.781.9488   

  

JANUARY 6, 8, 9, 11    
6:00-8:30 p.m.  

 
 
 

Catechetical Area: 
Identifying with Catholic Tradition 

(Church History and Vatican II) 
 
 

Specific Theme: 
The Gift of Authority? 

How is Church Authority Structured and Why? 
Is it a Gift or a Hindrance? 

What Does Infallibility Mean? Much More 
 
 

Connecting the theme 
 to an event: 

Feast of the Baptism of Jesus 
 
 

If you are an adult without children  
you may register at ANY time for ANY month.   

 
 

Our parish formation program is for ALL ages.   
If you are a new member of the parish—call the  

Religious Formation office for more information.  
 If you haven't registered yet, forms can be found in the  

literature racks in the hallway just outside the Parish Office.   

 

 
Christmas Day 

Children’s Mass 
11:30 a.m.  

 
 

Come and join us in this simple, but 
beautiful joy-filled celebration.  
Along with the children’s choir and 
hand bells, all children in attendance 
will have the opportunity to take part 
in the spontaneous Christmas pag-
eant during the reading of the Gos-
pel. It is truly a wonderful way to 
begin Christmas Day.  

 

Grades 1-6 Age Specific  
Winter Sessions: 

Jan. 22,  29, Feb. 5 
4:45-6:00 / 6:30-7:45 p.m. 

 
 

 If you have signed your 
children up for the fall session, you 
are already signed up for the winter 
session as well for the same time.   
      If your child was not signed 
up for the fall session and did not 
attend, you must sign up NOW  by 
coming into the office or calling Ms. 
Bauer at 586.781.9488.   
      G.R.A.C.E. monthly ses-
sions help enable families to put 
their faith in practice during every-
day life. The Grades 1-6 Age Spe-
cific Sessions introduce scripture, 
prayer, words and concepts of our 
Catholic expression of faith so that 
our children will come to understand 
our doctrines and traditions, and why 
we consciously choose to live out 
these beliefs in everyday life.   

 

Christmas  
Expectations 

 
 

As Christmas approaches,  
our hopes soar. 

However, the substance of these  
hopes is often dictated by  

commercial interests. 
 

Little wonder, then, that when the sun 
goes down on Christmas Day,  
many of us feel disappointed.  

We who pin our hopes on what the  
merchants promise will always  

be disappointed, not because they  
promise too little,  

but too much—of the wrong thing. 
What our hearts long for is a taste of 

what the angels announced  
to the shepherds:   

 
‘Behold, I bring news of a great joy; 
today a savior has been born to you.’  
This joy is the real hope of Christmas.   
Let us open our hearts to receive it.  
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Men’s Club 
 SS. John & Paul Parish would 
like to start a Men’s Club. Its purpose is 
to socialize, play cards, games, etc. This 
club would meet monthly. The first 
meeting will be on Tuesday, January 15, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Activities Center.  
 If you are interested, please join 
us for this meeting. If you are unable to 
attend but would still like to join, just 
call the parish office at 781.9010 and 
leave your name and phone number.  

Advertisers Wanted 
 Kathleen Ford, representing 
Diocesan Publications (our bulletin 
publisher) will be at the parish soon. She 
will be renewing present advertisements 
and seeking new ones. If interested, 
please call the parish office. We feel this 
is an excellent service and that the 
sponsors get good coverage with their 
ads. Thanks to you and Diocesan 
Publications, the bulletin is published 
weekly at no cost to the parish. 

Potluck Dinner and Game Night 
Friday, January 18, 2008  
from 6:30-10:00 p.m. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board to bring 

a dish to pass that will serve from 10-12 people. Bring a board game 
or a card game to share. Tickets are $5 per person and will go on sale 
after each mass on the weekends of January 5-6 and January 12-13. 
This will cover the cost of the chicken, beverages, and bartender. All 
adults are welcome. 

Recycling to Start in the New Year 
  Please notice the new bins next to all garbage cans in all the 
activity building rooms.  They are labeled for paper, plastic, and can 
recycling.  Remember to use these as we are implementing a 
recycling program.  Examples of things that can be recycled are:  
empty water bottles, cardboard, all paper to include catalogs and 
newspaper, empty cans, etc.  Sacristans and Eucharistic Ministers, 
there will also be a recycling box in the sacristy for empty wine 
bottles.  Thank you for your participation. 

 
Attention all 9-12 Graders  
¨ Don’t forget to register for the G.R.A.C.E. sessions for January. You can attend 

this session with or without your parents. Please join us for activities and 
discussion on “Church Authority”. 

¨ There will be a regular teen meeting on January 20. This session will be from 
  6:30-8:30 p.m. Please give Mrs. Peters a call at 586.781.9488 if you have any 
 questions. 
 
7th & 8th Grade Lock-In 
¨ A Lock-In for Grade 7-8 will be held on January 26 here at SS. John & Paul 

Parish. We will gather together for the 5:00 Mass, then we will have dinner and 
our lock-in will begin. Please make sure your son/daughter has their permission 
slip along with the medical release form completed and turned into the office 
before January 18. Attendance will be taken for this age appropriate session, so 
please don’t miss it. Due to the lack of space, we are asking only our registered 7th 
& 8th graders attend this lock-in. Any questions, call Mrs. Peters at 586.781.9488. 

 
Attention 2007-08 Seniors 
¨ SS. John & Paul has been asked to pass along information regarding the James F. 

and Virginia M. Coughlin Scholarship Fund . This fund will provide one or more 
scholarships of at least $1500.00 to High School Seniors who have commitment to 
youth service.   If you would like more information regarding this scholarship fund 
please pick up a packet from the Parish Office.  All applications must be 
postmarked by February 28th. 

Teen News 

Mark Your   
Calendars Now... 
 

“Second Time Around” 
Christmas Garage Sale 
 

 Begin now to pack away 
Christmas items that are clean and in 
good condition and mark them for  
SS. John and Paul. We will have our sale 
next November but cannot store items 
until then because of lack of space. 
Please store them at home in an easily 
accessible place so that you can get to 
them early next year. We will begin 
collecting items the end of October, 
2008. 
 All proceeds from the donated 
items will go to the parish MCREST 
fund for our second year of outreach to 
the homeless in December, 2008. 
 REMEMBER:  Items must be 
in good, clean condition and must be 
stored in your home until the end of 
October, 2008.  We cannot accept 
donations until then.   
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Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 
�

 I cannot say enough thank you’s to everyone involved in helping with 
our MCREST week.  We have an incredible parish community!  We assisted 30 
homeless guests for the week of December 9—16, 2007.  An outpouring of love 
and generosity from parishioners made the week a success.  Each of you should 
be proud that we, as parishioners, led the planning and implementation of our 
MCREST week.  There were 29 Team Leaders and over 300 volunteers who 
helped during the week but also all the many other parishioners who donated 
food through the Sharing Tree tags and the pancake fundraiser.  Whether you 
were a Team Leader, volunteer  or donor, each of you played an important and 
critical role in the success of the program.  I also appreciate the support that 
each of you gave me as the Coordinator before and during the week.   
 
 A big thank you to Kathy Mollon, our Christian Service Coordinator 
and fellow parishioner, for all of her work in planning and working on 
MCREST and who was instrumental in the preparation over the past year.   
 
 Finally, I want to thank Fr. Dave for his wholehearted support of 
MCREST.  I especially appreciate that while supporting the program by ensur-
ing we had all that we needed, he allowed the parishioners to take the lead in 
coordinating, planning and implementing our MCREST week both before and 
during the week.  He trusted and supported me as the Coordinator, the Team 
Leaders and volunteers as a community to host our guests.  Our parish commu-
nity successfully hosted MCREST to support those other people in need of shel-
ter, food and love.  This is what it means to be a Catholic community.  After the 
New Year, I will report more details regarding our MCREST week.  May you 
have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Mimi M. Gendreau 
MCREST Coordinator�

Sharing Tree Thanks 
 

Dear Friends of Turning Point, 
 

 On behalf of the Board of Di-
rectors, volunteers and staff of Turning 
Point, I would like to THANK YOU for 
your generous donation of $5.00 in addi-
tion to the wonderful gifts and gift cards 
from your Sharing Tree. 
 Thanks to the help of supporters 
like you, Turning Point is able to help 
women and children who are forced to 
leave their home to find safety.  Your 
gift helps us provide emergency shelter, 
crisis intervention and counseling, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.  This 
year alone, we provided services to over 
5,000 survivors and answered 12,000 
crisis calls. 
 We appreciate your generosity 
and value the role you play in our contin-
ued success.  I wish you a safe, warm 
and joyous holiday and a Happy New 
Year. 
 
Yours in partnership, 
Suzanne Coats 
President and CEO 

 
Income Tax  
Preparation 

 
 Starting the end of January 
through early April, Samaritan House 
will offer Federal and Michigan Income 
Tax preparation to individuals with a 
gross income of $20,000 or less and 
families with a gross income of $38,000 
or less.  This is a cooperative effort be-
tween the IRS and Accounting Aid Soci-
ety.  We presently will see people by 
appointment only.  For additional infor-
mation, please call 586-677-7590. 

Widowed Friends Dinner 
 

 Widowed Friends of the Archdiocese of Detroit invites widowed men and 
women to attend our “Family Style” dinner at the American Polish Cultural Center, 
NW corner of 15 Mile (Maple) and Dequindre in Troy on Friday, January 11th.  Social 
time from 5:00 p.m., dinner at 6:00.  Cost is $14.00 (cash) payable at the door.  Cash 
bar, deserts extra.  Use the Dequindre side entrance.  Conversation, cards and music 
until 9:00 in a safe and friendly setting.  MUST RSVP by January 5th to Mary Ann 
(586) 939-5270, Bonnie (586) 7786-6374 or Sue (248) 547-1782. 
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when in steps an angel. The angel 
assures Joseph that Mary’s child is from 
the Holy Spirit.  Now that throws things 
all awry, doesn’t it?   
 
 Like many men, Joseph wants 
to solve the problem he is faced with 
efficiently and quickly. Being honorable, 
Joseph doesn’t want to expose Mary to 
the shame and potentially harsh penalties 
of the community, but he also doesn’t 
want to be ridiculed as a cuckold.  The 
angel changes all of that. In faith and 
trusting God, Joseph takes Mary as his 
wife.  The community would assume the 
baby to be Joseph’s, since engaged 
couples in those communities at times 
would engage in sexual relations.  
Joseph would always know it was not his 
but he assumes the responsibility of 
father and protector of the child and 
husband of Mary. 
 
 The story is a wonderful 
window into the mysterious ways that 
the grace of God intersects our lives and 
how the kingdom of God breaks in.  We 
end the Advent season of prayer for the 
deepening arrival of that kingdom with 
this story of tremendous faith and 
courage.  Joseph doesn’t get to choose 
how that kingdom will affect his life. It 
simply hits him like a huge brick.  But 
without his “yes” and free embrace of 
that vocation to be father, protector and 
husband, the history of salvation would 
have unfolded quite differently.   
 
 So, too, our lives.  Life hits us 
with so many unexpected and 
uncontrollable and unasked for 
experiences.  We think we have made 
decisions that will structure our lives for 
the better and life throws us a curve.  We 
are invited to be like Joseph, honorable 
and strong, yet willing to trust God in the 
shaping of our lives.  
 
 Matthew ends the encounter of 
the angel and Joseph with the quote from 
Isaiah that we heard in today’s first 
reading: “Behold the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel.”  It is a 
reassurance to Joseph that indeed, Mary, 
too, is honorable and has done nothing to 
be ashamed of. More importantly, it 

(Continued from page 1) leaves Joseph with the understanding 
that this child will be the presence of 
God.  So, too, ourselves.  When we 
allow our lives to be shaped by the Holy 
Spirit, then what is “born” in us and 
through us is “Emmanuel”, God with us. 
That is the promise we hold onto and 
live by.  
 
 One final thought on today’s 
gospel story. Matthew makes a slight 
editing of the original passage from 
Isaiah. The original passage talks about 
the virgin bearing a son and (she) 
naming that son Emmanuel.  Matthew 
uses the phrase “they shall name him 
Emmanuel.”  Why the slight change?  
Clearly Mary does not name the baby 
Emmanuel. The “they” hints at the 
deeper truth, however. Everyone who is 
listening to or reading the gospel knows 
that this child was named Jesus, but 
they—the community of faith—has 
come to understand that he is the very 
presence of God with us. He is 
Emmanuel. So when “they” (which 
includes every person and community of 
Christian faith) name him Emmanuel, 
they/we are making a profession of faith.  
We are affirming that we will live our 
lives by that truth: that in Jesus we 
encounter the very gift of God with us.  
  
 As we now turn toward that 
great celebration of the birth of Jesus, let 
us do so with the faith of Joseph.  No 
matter our other customs and fun and 
games, we are celebrating that God is 
with us and so, as the angel tells Joseph, 
we have nothing to fear. 
 
 
 *G.R.A.C.E. January Session 
 Our monthly G.R.A.C.E. 
session for January touches on the 
Church/Church History as a key 
catechetical area.  Specifically we will 
look at the theme of authority in the 
Church. How is it structured and why?  
Is it a gift or a hindrance? Where does 
that authority find its model?  What does 
infallibility mean? And much more.  We 
will connect the learning to the idea of 
the baptism of the Lord, which we 
celebrate on January 13th.  
 
 Please remember the core 
principles at the heart of our remodeled 

faith formation program: whole 
community, parental involvement, 
intergenerational. [For a complete list of 
the guiding principles which shape how 
these sessions are formed, go to our 
parish website and click on “Faith 
Formation.”]  We need to put these 
sessions into our personal and family 
calendars and give them a top priority.  
Faith formation does not happen just 
because we receive the sacraments.  It is 
not a child-centered experience that then 
ends.  It is something that must be 
integrated into all of life.  It is something 
that must be continual and ongoing. 
 
 
 *Elijah Cup 
 A few years ago the idea of 
passing an ‘Elijah Cup’ from household 
to household began, so that a parish 
focuses on vocations and prays for 
vocations. Since then many parishes 
have taken up this idea. We will begin 
our own parish Elijah Cup on January 
13th, the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  
The idea is to both recognize our own 
vocations at this time of life and pray for 
vocations.  Recognizing our own 
vocations means recognizing that 
whatever we do in life can be thought of 
as a vocation, if we connect it to living 
out our baptismal faith: our work, our 
family responsibilities and relationships, 
school, how we volunteer our time and 
energy. 
 
 The Vocations Awareness 
Committee of the parish has put together 
a procedure for each household that 
receives this cup.  The “cup” is actually 
one of our ceramic chalices we use at 
Mass.  It is meant to be put in a visible 
place of honor during the week you have 
the cup. During that week, we ask that 
you take time at least once, ideally every 
day, to talk about what it means to have 
a vocation in your everyday life and to 
pray for vocations.  A suggested format 
and prayer will be given to you, along 
with the cup.  In addition, a journal will 
travel with the cup. Each household, 
together or individually, is invited to jot 
a few thoughts down, as you use this 
cup.  As the journal grows, future 
households who receive the cup can read 
the entries, use them in their discussion, 
and then add to the thoughts.   
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Prayer for the 
Fourth Week of Advent 

 

Father, all-powerful God, 
Your eternal Word took flesh on our 
earth when the Virgin Mary placed  
his life at the service of your plan. 

 

Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear 
the voice which announces his glory and 

open our minds to receive the Spirit  
who prepares us for his coming. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen 

A Family Perspective 
By Bud Ozar 
 

 The child born to Jesus and 
Mary was named Emmanuel, which 
means “God is with us.” 
 Christmas reminds us that every 
child is a sign of God’s miraculous 
presence in our lives. 
 When you look at a child, think 
“Emmanuel—God is with us!” 

 “When Joseph awoke, he did as 
the angel of the Lord directed him.” 
 Are you prayerfully vigilant 
about discovering your vocation in 
Christ? Might he be inviting you to the 
priesthood or consecrated life? 
 Call Fr. Tim Birney at the 
Vocation Office at 313.237.5875, or visit 
www.vocationsdetroit.org. 

 A household will receive the 
cup at one of the weekend Masses and 
return it the following weekend.  When 
they return it, it will be brought up with 
the bread and wine and used as the main 
chalice for that Mass.  In that way we 
will tie the experience of the Elijah cup 
into the weekly celebration of the 
Eucharist.  Since this will be an ongoing 
parish experience, we ask that 
households/families interested in having 
the cup for a week sign up.  A sheet will 
be available in January.  You will then 
be contacted to see if your schedule fits a 
given week.  It is the hope of the 
Vocations Committee that many, many 
households will experience this cup over 
the next few years. 
 
 
 *We Have an Architect! 
 The initial phase of planning for 
the future building expansion has begun 
in earnest.  As you may recall, the parish 
council over the last year evaluated and 
made the decision to go forward with a 
new permanent activities center.  The 
temporary one we are now in will reach 
its usable limit over the next few years.  
We want to have in place something to 
replace it, when the time comes.  The 
process from start to finish, especially 
the raising of the money, will take 
several years. 
 
 The step we are now moving 
into is the design phase.  Before we 
begin asking for money, we need an 
approved, cost-reasonable design.  With 
an architect we will be planning out the 
location, external and internal shape, and 
cost of a new building.  We will then 
work with the township to get approval 
of a modified master plan.  When that is 
in place we can go back to the 
archdiocese to receive permission to 
raise funds for this project.  As we move 
through this step we will update you 
regularly on the progress. The parish 
pastoral council will have it as an agenda 
item at each of their meetings. And we 
will hold open, parish-wide meetings 
when appropriate.   
 
 For the sustained future of the 
parish it is absolutely necessary.  It will 
be a challenge to accomplish, but I am 
confident we can do it.  We will take it 

one step at a time.  The M.C.R.E.S.T. 
week showed me how impressive the 
parish can be in responding to needs. 
Although we are still several years away 
from it being a reality, to have a fully 
functional, permanent, larger facility 
would help us in such community 
outreach projects greatly. Please keep 
this project in your prayers.  
  
 Several architectural firms were 
interviewed and presented their ideas.  
Two in particular caught the attention of 
the interviewing committee.  The one 
finally chosen is Integrated Design 
Solutions out of Troy.  They have 
experience with larger and smaller 
projects and have done many jobs for 
churches within the Archdiocese of 
Detroit.  We welcome them aboard as 
they help us envision and bring to 
fruition a permanent office, meeting, and 
activities building. 
 
 
 *Year-End Contributions 
 Just a reminder: any charitable 
contributions for this calendar year need 
to be received soon.  In last week’s 
bulletin I explained the advantage to the 
parish for such contributions. You can 
read it online at our website.   
 
 
 *Office Schedule 
 The way that Christmas falls 
this year means that the offices will be 
closed throughout the week.  However, I 
or another staff member will always be 
available, if needed.  You can call the 
parish number at any time and leave a 
message. If it is more of an emergency, 
then you will be given directions on how 
to contact me immediately. 
 
 
  May the focus on hope during 
the Advent season now open us to the 
fuller experience of the wonder and 
awesome mystery of the Christmas 
season. May the unexpected turns in life 
become occasions for us to “give birth 
to” Emmanuel, the presence of God with 
us. 
 
 
  Fr. Buersmeyer 
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Sponsor of the Week 

 
 
 

Benito’s Pizza 

 

 
 

 
 
 

December 15-16, 2007 
 

Weekly budget .....................$11,600.00 
Offertory..................................$6,760.25 
No. Sunday envelopes used...............195 
ESO (15th of mo.) ...................$2,395.00 
No. ESO ..............................................33 
Total offertory .......................$9,155.25 
 

Other Monies / (# Envelopes) 
Capital Imprv. / (2).......................$35.00 
Children’s Env. / (2).......................$2.00 
Retire. For Religious (6).............$140.00 
Year End (3)...............................$575.00 
 

When he discovered that Mary was 
with child, Joseph resolved to end 
their engagement with as little 
disgrace as possible. But obedient to 
the voice of God, he changed those 
plans and became instead the protector 
of the child Jesus and His mother, 
Mary. God grant that we may be as 
open to the leading of the Holy Spirit! 

T ime 
alent 
reasure 

����

Pray for our sick 

 

Mary Angelosante  
Rita Bayer 
Suzanne Bawol  
Mary Burcar 
Bill Cauley 
Ralph Cleary 
Chris Del Pappa 
Lauren DeNio 
Art Donovan 
Antoinette Errante 
Alojzy Filipowicz 
Mark Formanczyk 
Jack Gehrholz 
Krystyna Green 
Lora Hardin 
Helen Hardy 
Ruth Hunsucker 
Janet Johnson 
Yolanda Kaufman 
Molly Keffalo 
John Kerr 
Hayden Kroll 
John LaCroix 
Mrs. Fred LaRose 
Vito Loconte 
Jacob Main 
Bernice Mayer 
Antoinette McBain 
Agnes Mehlick 
 

Karen Mehlick 
Trudy Mehlick 
Adele Miller 
Jean (Roman)Noga 
Larry Newsom 
Lori Newsom 
Denise Olejniczak 
Leo Osantoske, Sr. 
John Pakledinaz 
Carl Pallas 
Alex Polzin 
Dorothy Puffpaff 
Marie Richard 
Hank Roman 
Theresa Romero 
Mary Ruppert 
Albert Sabbe 
Sylvia Schult 
Jeff Simpson 
Camille Smith 
Michelle Smith 
Tommasina Smith 
Cecelia Smith 
Mary Sorrow 
Steven St. John 
Betty Staller 
Ken Stempien 
Barbara Supina 
Richard Waluk 
Betty Waligore 

����

Pray for our  
military 

Noel & Greg Ales 
Nick Bassett 
David Benn 
Augie Biache III 
Mike Boback 
Eric Eppens 
Tony Gentilia 
Michael Kaminski 
David Krzycki 
Jonathon Krusinski  

Chris Krusinski  
Paul McGowan 
David Newberry  
Ryan Ribant 
Thomas Schmidt 
Chris Staniszewski 
Vincent Titeriga 
Daniel Trendell 
 

 

Readings for the Week of 
December 23, 2007 
Sunday, December 23: 
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 
Monday, December 24: 
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89;  
Lk 1:67-79  
Vigil: Is 62:1-5: Ps 89; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Tuesday, December 25: 
Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96; Ti 2:11-14; 
Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97; Ti 3:4-7; 
Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98; Heb 1:1-6; 
Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
Wednesday, December 26: 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31; Mt 10:17-22 
Thursday, December 27: 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97; Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
Friday, December 28: 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124; Mt 2:13-18 
Saturday, December 29: 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96; Lk 2:22-35  
Sunday, December 30: 
Sir 3:2-7, 12-14; Ps 128; Col 3:12-21 or  
3:12-17; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  

T ime 
alent 
reasure Electronic Offerings 

 Did you know that there are two ways to “electronically” support the parish? 
Both ways are easy and convenient for parishioners to use and benefit the parish by 
ensuring consistent giving. 
 Online baking is one way to electronically contribute to the parish. Online 
banking is created using your bank’s website and a computer. It’s very easy to do—just 
go to your ban’s website and follow the online banking setup. For most banks, you set 
the parish up as a “payee”, enter an amount, envelope number, frequency, and the rest 
is done for you. The bank will mail checks to the parish as often as you designate, and 
that check will get counted with the weekly offertory, which then gets posted to your 
account here. If you choose to use this option, please let the office know so that we can 
stop mailing envelopes to you which is another cost savings for the parish. 
 Electronic Sunday Offerings (ESO) is another way to consistently support the 
parish automatically. Electronic Sunday Offerings (ESO) is a pre-authorized payment 
plan where parish members authorize monthly or bi-monthly deductions to be made 
from their checking or savings account to the parish’s account. Transfers are done on 
the 15th or 30th of the month—you decide the dates and amounts and we do the rest. 
Transfers from your account will continue until you tell us in writing to stop. 
 If either of these opportunities to support the parish appeals to you, you can 
pick up an ESO form at the back of church or set the parish up for a weekly automatic 
donation on your personal computer using online banking. Thank you for considering 
one of these electronic ways to contribute to the parish. 
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Liturgical appointments for December 29-30, 2007 
Mass 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 

Celebrant Fr. Sayes  Fr. Sayes Fr. Buersmeyer Fr. Buersmeyer 

Lectors 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

 
*Captain 

Altar 
Servers 

Greeters 

Ushers  
 

Team #2 
M. LaRaia 
M. Hendershot 
J. Krieg 
M. Macha 

Team #4 
R. Giffin 
K. Grunewald 
B. Huellmantel 
H. Susalla 

Team #6 
B. Burcar 
B. Cammarata 
J. Pospiech 
B. Schulz 
J. Gerds 

Team #8 
L. LePage 
C. Klapec 
R. Kopera 
J. Kretchman 
K. McBride 
J. Pyke 
D. Waligore 

Collection 
Counters 

Catherine LaRose, Ken Grunewald, Moira Mullin, John Sabina, 
Bill & Bev Huellmantel, Hilary & Grace Susalla 

J. Reaume 
J. Reaume 

G. Bawol 
J. Sova 

D. Zabkowski 
L. Zabkowski 

P. Brunet 
C. Gregory 

M. Beaudin* 
M. Bonaudo 
B. Hellebuyck 
B. Conlon 
L. Foltran 

K. Fannon* 
J. Fannon 
M. Capp 
P. Dobbs 
T. Dobbs 

M. Krieg* 
J. Krieg 
P. Fields 
T. Fletcher 
D. Kaiser 
R. Newlin 
A. Murray 

J. Loebs* 
M. Catalano 
S. Catalano 
P. Kuligowski 
K. O’Neill 

M. Campbell T. Sova T. Anderson 
S. Mason 

N. Delcourt 
B. Sorensen 

E. Jackman 
B. Jackman 

M. Mullin 
J. Rebar 

A. Lanni 
A. Lanni 

C. Winde 
K. Waligore 

 
Eucharistic  

Prayer Requests 
 

 

Saturday and Sunday 
December 22-23, 2007 
Chester Tomczyk by Masko Family 
Chester Gac by Martino Family 
Giuseppe Pittiglio by Family 
Michael Tomaka by Balicki Family 
Anna & Anthony Catenacci by Family 
Mom & Dad Miller by Giffin Family 
 
 

Monday, December 24, 2007 
For the parishioners 
 
 

Tuesday, December 25, 2007  
For the parishioners 
 
 

Wednesday, December 26, 2007 
John Wright by Kaminski Family 
 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
December 29-30, 2007 
Joan Martino by Family 
Maria Cocco by Piccirilli Family 
Elizabeth Ragni by Family 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Przybylowicz by Family 


