December 30, 2007
Feast of the Holy Family

PASTOR'S PERSPECTIVE
Fr. Buersmeyer’s weekly column
appears on page 5.

G.R.A.CE.
January G.R.A.C.E. sessions are
next week January 6, 8, 9, and 11

SECOND TIME AROUND
CHRISTMAS GARAGE SALE
When you begin to pack away your
Christmas items, think ahead to our
Christmas garage sale. See page 2.

POTLUCK DINNER &

GAME NIGHT

Friday, January 18, 2008

from 6:30-10:00 p.m. See page 2

REGISTRATION WEEKEND
January 19-20, 2008 after
all the Masses

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB

See what’s “New and Noteworthy”,
read past issues of our bulletin, find
links to other sites. Go online and see
for yourself—www.ssjohnandpaul.org.
Please visit our website weekly to keep
abreast of what's new and noteworthy.

Feast of Mary, Mother of God
Holy Day Masses at

7:00 p.m. Monday, December 31, 2007
and 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 1, 200
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N@YS@W 6:00-8:30 p.m.
Catechetical Area:

Identifying with Catholic Tradition
(Church History and Vatican 1)

Specific Theme:
The Gift of Authority?
How is Church Authority Structured and Why?
Is it a Gift or a Hindrance?
What Does Infallibility Mean? Much More.

Connecting the theme to an event:
Feast of the Baptism of Jesus
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Here's what's
happening
this week!

Monday, December 31:

*Mass at 7:00 p.m. for holy day
Mary, Mother of God

*Parish office open Noon-3:00 p.

Tuesday, January 1:

*Mass at 9:00 a.m. for holy day
Mary, Mother of God

*Parish office closed

Wednesday, January 2:
*9:00 a.m. Mass
*7:00 p.m. Evan./Hospitality mtg.

Thursday, January 3:
*7:00 p.m. Adult Choir

Saturday, January 5:
*3:00 p.m. Confessions
*3:30 p.m. Teen Bells
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Holiday Office Hours

Please note parish offices will be
open on December 31 from
Noon-3:00 p.m. Parish office will b
closed on January 1 and reopen
January 2 at 9:00 a.m.

Reqular Parish Office Hours
Mon. - Wed .— 9 :00 a.m.-7:00 p.

Thursday — 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m
Friday — 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday—12:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday — 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m|,

PeTLOCK

AND GAME NIGHT

Friday, January 18, 2008
from 6:30-10:00 p.m.

Please sign up on the bulletin board to bring a

dish to pass that will serve from 10-12 people.

Bring a board game or a card game to share.

Tickets are $5 per person and will go on
sale after each mass on the weekends of
January 5-6 and January 12-13. This will
cover the cost of the chicken, beverages,
and bartender. All adults are welcome.

Mark Your Calendars Now...

“Second Time Around”
Christmas Garage Sale

Begin now to pack away Christmas items that are
clean and in good condition and mark them for $8nJkand Paul. We will have our
sale next November but cannot store items untii therause of lack of space. Please
store them at homia@ an easily accessible place so that you catogéem early next
year. We will begin collecting items the end of Qtr, 2008.

All proceeds from the donated items will go to fagish MCREST fund for
our second year of outreach to the homeless inrleeg 2008.

REMEMBER: Items must be in good, clean conditiorand must be
stored in your home until the end of October, 2008 We cannot accept donations
until then.

If you would like to be on the committee, pleaa# the parish office at
586.781.9010.

<L

Recycling to Start in the New Year

Please notice the new bins next to all garbage taall the
activity building rooms. They are labeled for pgg#astic, and can
recycling. Remember to use these as we are implimgea recycling

program. Examples of things that can be recycted ampty water
a )}/ bottles, cardboard, all paper to include catalogsreewspaper, empty
= cans, etc. Sacristans and Eucharistic Ministeesgtwill also be a
recycling box in the sacristy for empty wine badtleThank you for your

participation.
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2007-2008
Religious
Formation

Program
September — May
G.R.A.C.E.

Parish Formation Program
For All ages

Next Session:January 6, 8, 9, 11
6:00-8:30 p.m.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
3-1/2 to 5 yrs. old
Sunday 9:30 a.m.

No session: Jan. 6

Sessions: Jan. 13, 20, 27

For information on either program
above, or for any other adult
formation or preparation for

sacraments, please call the
Formation Office 586.781.9488

Grades 1-6 Age Specific
Winter Sessions:
Jan. 22, 29, Feb.5
4:45-6:00 / 6:30-7:45 p.m.

If you have signed your
children up for the fall session, you
are already signed up for the winter
session as well for the same time.

If your child was not signed
up for the fall session and did not
attend, you must sign up NOW by
coming into the office or calling Ms.
Bauer at 586.781.9488.

G.R.A.C.E. monthly ses-
sions help enable families to put
their faith in practice during every-
day life. The Grades 1-6 Age Spe-
cific Sessions introduce scripture,
prayer, words and concepts of our
Catholic expression of faith so that
our children will come to understand
our doctrines and traditions, and wh
we consciously choose to live out
these beliefs in everyday life.

Rl H-p

JANUARY 6, 8, 9, 11
6:00-8:30 p.m.

Catechetical Area:
Identifying with Catholic Tradition
(Church History and Vatican 1)

Specific Theme:
The Gift of Authority?
How is Church Authority Structured and Why?
Is it a Gift or a Hindrance?
What Does Infallibility Mean?
Much More

Connecting the theme to an event:
Feast of the Baptism of Jesus

If you are an adult without children
you may register at ANY time for ANY month.

In the upcoming month:
February 10, 12, 13, 15
6:00-8:30 p.m.

Catechetical Area:
Living a Catholic Moral Life

Specific Theme:
Sin: Alive and Well?
How Do We Understand It Today?

Connecting the theme to an event:
Celebrating the “Scrutiny Sundays” during Lent

Our parish formation program is for ALL ages. tfuyare a new member g
the parish—call the Religious Formation office foore information.

If you haven't registered yet, forms can be founthe literature racks in th
hallway just outside the Parish Office.

Eucharist Parent/Child Session #2
Tuesday, January 15 Or
Thursday, January 17
6:30 p.m.
This session is for both parents and child. Pleaiehe office to let us know

which night you are attending and the ingrediensfone soup that you are
bringing.

/37? b’

R 4

—



SS. John & Paul, Washington, Ml — December 30,7200

Page 4

From the Music Desk...

Glory to God
in the Highest!

Whatever the song of the angel
sounded like on that Christmas night
more than two millennia ago, the song @
our parish must surely have rivaled it
this Christmas. Not only in the talent
and dedication of our singers and
instrumentalists, but in the broad range
of participation throughout our parish
community, this Christmas was glorious
indeed.

Those children, teens and adults
who are cantors and members of choirs
gave freely of their time and talent,
through long hours of preparation over
the past several weeks. Our
instrumentalists (again children, teen an
adult) likewise graciously shared their
musical abilities, and rehearsed
diligently for the Christmas Masses. In
addition, we had several parishioners,
both vocal and instrumental who,
although not a part of our regular choirs
and ensembles, came forward to
participate in our Masses. All of the
music came from within our parish
community, to make it a particularly
unique celebration.

Thank you to all who made
yourselves available and gave so
generously of your gifts and of your timg
during this busy time of the year. Our
Christmases are vastly enriched becaug
of you, and more importantly, you have
enhanced the worship of our God
incarnate.

Attentlon all 9-12 Graders
Don't forget to register for the G.R.A.C.E. sessidor January. You can attend
this session with or without your parents. Pleage |jis for activities and
discussion on “Church Authority”.
There will be a regular teen meeting on Januaryl B session will be from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Please give Mrs. Peters a c&lB&t781.9488 if you have any
guestions.

[2)

f 7th & 8th Grade Lock-In
A Lock-In for Grade 7-8 will be held on Januaryt¥e at SS. John & Paul
Parish. We will gather together for the 5:00 Mdlsen we will have dinner and
our lock-in will begin. Please make susre your daaghter has their permission
slip along with the medical release form compledad turned into the office
before January 18. Attendance will be taken fos Hje appropriate session, so
please don’t miss it. Due to the lack of spaceareeasking only our registered 7th
& 8th graders attend this lock-in. Any questiorad] Mrs. Peters at 586.781.9488.

Attentlon 2007-08 Seniors
SS. John & Paul has been asked to pass along iafiamregarding the James F.
and Virginia M. Coughlin Scholarship Fund . Thisduwill provide one or more
scholarships of at least $1500.00 to High Schoal@®s who have commitment to
youth service. If you would like more informatioggarding this scholarship fund
please pick up a packet from the Parish Officel. applications must be
postmarked by February 28th.

Men’s Club

SS. John & Paul Parish would like to start a MeZiisb. Its purpose is to
socialize, play cards, games, etc. This club woudet monthly. The first meeting will
be on Tuesday, January 15, at 7:00 p.m. in theviies Center.

If you are interested, please join us for this timge If you are unable to
attend but would still like to join, just call thwarish office at 781.9010 and leave your
name and phone number.

You Are Invited...

To a post-Christmas social with your neighborthatCapuchin Retreat,
62460 Mt. Vernon Road, one mile north of 28 Mileapon Sunday, January 6, 2008
from 1:00-5:00 p.m. Come to relax, visit, tour, afdhre. Phone 248.652.4826 or visit
www.capretreat.org.
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Blood Drive

SS. John & Paul will sponsor an American Red CRissd Drive on
Sunday, February 24, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:8Q please mark
your calendars!

/47RiC; Income Tax Preparation

)/ Starting the end of January through early Aprir@ritan House
™ will offer Federal and Michigan Income Tax prepamatto individuals
with a gross income of $20,000 or less and famikéh a gross income of $38,000 o
less. This is a cooperative effort between the #R8 Accounting Aid Society. We
presently will see people by appointment only. &dditional information, please cal
586-677-7590.

FOOD DRIVE
NEXT WEEKEND JANUARY 5 & 6

non-perishable food donations!

Items needed for the month of January are:

Cereal, fruit juice, pancake syrup, pancake mikeaaixes,
canned meat, boxed potatoes, jelly, spaghetti séauoedry
detergent, cake frosting, dry milk, flour, sugaspers size 4

& 6, dish detergent and toilet paper, tampons aus$ p

All non-perishable food items and personal hygi¢ems are always
appreciated. Your donations helped provide 154 gemay food orders i
November that fed 517 individuals for 10—14 days!
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Pastor’s Perspective

*The Holy Family and the
Christmas Season

We have celebrated Christmas
Day but the Christmas Season extends
until January 13, the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. In many homes
and businesses all vestiges of Christmas
have already been dismantled and stored:
gift wrappings have been discarded,
lights put away or not illuminated, real
Christmas trees at the curb for recycling,
toys already ignored, sweaters folded
and tucked in a drawer. The recent past
is already forgotten. Now we ask
“what'’s next?”

For Catholics and Christians,
however, the mystery of the Incarnation
is too much to be contained in just one
day or one week. St. John says in the
first chapter of his gospeiAnd the
Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us, and we saw his
glory, the glory as of the Father’s only
Son, full of grace and truth.”

The feasts of the Christmas
Season help us to realize and celebrate
the presence of God with us. This
weekend is th&east of the Holy
Family. God chose to incarnate himself
in the midst of a family. The Opening
Prayer at Mass for this feast says,
“Father, help us to live as the holy
family, united in respect and love. Bring
us to the joy and peace of your eternal
home.” Respect, love, joy, and peace—
these are the gifts that Jesus came to
bring us when he “became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.” And the
Alternative Opening Prayer for this Mass
highlights the Incarnation and what can
be achieved in this world with God’s
help: “Father in heaven, creator of all,
you ordered the earth to bring forth life
and crowned its goodness by creating
the human family. In history’s moment
when all was ready, you sent your Son to
dwell in time, obedient to the laws of life
in our world. Teach us the sanctity of
human love, show us the value of family
life, and help us to live in peace with all
people that we may share in your life for

ever.”
(Continued on page 6)
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On Monday night and Tuesday,
we celebrate a holyday of obligation, the
Feast of Mary, Mother of God. In our
prayer on that day we affirm what has
been part of the Church’s dogmatic
teaching since the fifth century, that
Mary is the Mother of God. The original
Greek term waMariam Theotokos
“Mary, bearer of the divine one.” In
other words, in calling Mary “mother of
God” we are not trying to make Mary
other than human. Rather, in calling her
‘mother of God’ or ‘bearer of the divine
one’ we are stating our Christmas faith
in Jesus, as the Incarnation of God’s
Word in human flesh. Mary is not
simply the mother of a human Messiah,
the Christ. She is the mother of the
Word of God, who is God; hence she is
legitimately and appropriately called the
Mother of God.

Then next week, we will
celebrate théeast of the Epiphany
The meaning of Jesus’ birth as Messiah
and Lord is recognized now, not by
fellow Israelites, but by Gentiles,
strangers from afar, who are willing to
risk all to seek the ‘new born king.’
They see his star at his
rising (when he is born)
and spend many months,
perhaps years seeking him.
They are contrasted to
Herod and his advisors who are so
physically near to where Jesus was born
and is living, but who do not have a clue
on how to find him. This Word of God
made flesh is destined to be the Savior
not of one group or another, but for all
humanity. To seek for truth, wholeness,
beauty, goodness, justice, peace or any
other transcendent value is to be led
toward the same Christ born in
Bethlehem those many years ago.

*Baptism of the Lord and Our Parish
Elijah Cup

The parish vocation committee
views the feast of the Baptism of the
Lord as a chance to highlight how each
of us has a vocation, a calling from God
to live out our Christian lives in specific
ways. That vocation is the most
important one we can have. It defines
who we are, no matter what other career

or life choices we make. We are called
to be married or single, priest or sister,
lawyer, doctor, teacher, or entrepreneur,
and so on, as a way to live out our
baptisms. Our baptismal identity should
make a difference to us in how we
practice and work at our jobs, careers,
professions, and life choices. We do
them as Christians who know that we
have been baptized into Christ’s life and
death, so as to share in his resurrection.

But we also need to pray for
vocations. To help encourage this we
are asking that households use our
parish’s “Elijah Cup” which we will

The focus area this coming
month is the Church and Church History
in light of what the second Vatican
Council taught us. The specific theme is
Church authority. How is it really
structured and why that way? Do you see
it as a gift or a hindrance? What do we
mean by infallibility? And much more. It
has been my experience that most
Catholics themselves do not understand
how Church authority is structured and
therefore how it is meant to be received
in one’s life. Some have a negative view
of it and dismiss it without thought or a
rigid view of it and think everything is
written in stone from on high. Come and

inaugurate on this feast. One household join us in the discussion and learning.

or family will take the cup, along with a
suggested prayer and some reflection
guestions for one week. During that
week the cup is positioned in a visible
place of honor, prayers for parish
members to live and respond to their
vocation in life are prayed one or more

The event we are connecting
the learning to is the feast of the Baptism
of the Lord which, as mentioned, ends
our Christmas season celebrations. This
experience of Jesus grounds his own
view of authority—both why he is

times, the questions discussed, and someobedient to his Father, even accepting

thoughts are written in the journal. The
cup is then returned the following
weekend at the Mass the person/family

death, and how he exercises authority
himself—as a beloved child of God.

attends and is used as the main chalice at

that Mass. The next family on the list

May our celebrations of the

then picks up the cup for the week ahead Christmas season embed the meaning of

and repeats the experience. Look for
sign ups for the cup at our January
G.R.A.C.E. sessions and after Mass on
the bulletin board, beginning in January.

*January G.R.A.C.E. Session
Next Week
We did not have a monthly
G.R.A.C.E. sessior3rowing and
Respondin@As CatholicsEveryday) for
the parish in December. In a sense our

parish-wide focus on service—sheltering
the homeless for M.C.R.E.S.T.—was our

formation for December. Now we get
back into a five month stretch of
monthly meetings. Families of religious
education: these are not optional. These

are essential and mandatory parts of your

child’s religious formation program.
Please put them on your calendar
(available on the website under Faith
Formation, then G.R.A.C.E.) For adults
whether 20 or 30 up to 70 and 80: these
are for you as well, as part of ongoing
Catholic faith formation.

this season more deeply into the core of
our being: human history and divine
“history” are now forever intertwined.

Fr. Buersmeyer

May the peace of the
Hoby Family be with you
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xewardsh
ime

I alent
reasure

Stewardship is About Love, Not Money

For many of us, we think “stewardship” mean “fusidig”. In fact, real
stewardship is about love. When we practice goedatdship, we become more ful-
filled, have a greater sense of purpose, live hegjpies and build a better world.

Sharing love.All families come together in love to care for baxther, enjoy
each other, and help each other. Healthy familiggtpe needs of the family first be-
fore spending time or money on anything else. ld'&&amily, we also come together
in His love to care for each other. As stewardsfimeg ways to use our time and gifts
to meet the needs of God'’s family first.

Offering love. Take stock of the gifts you have: faith, wisdomggwerity,
discernment, etc. Then ask where you can put yadents and resources to work for
your parish so you can take your place at God'letalVhen you do, you will make
God’s family stronger and healthier.

Showing gratitude for God'’s love.Practicing good stewardship means un-
derstanding that God has generously given us\gtiish we, in turn, use for His pur-
pose. Everything we have and everything we are sdmen God. He deserves the be
we have to give.

Readings for the Week of
December 30, 2007

Sunday, December 30:
Sir 3:2-7, 12-14; Ps 128; Col 3:12-21 or
3:12-17; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

December 22-23, 2007

Figures unavailable at time of
publication— will be

published at a later date. Monday, December 31:

1Jn 2:18-21: Ps 96; Jn 1:1-18

Tuesday, January 1:

Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
It seems like only yesterday we weré
making and breaking New Year'’s
resolutions for 2007, and now it's time
to begin planning for a new year. Two
principles of stewardship are sharing
our gifts of time, talent and treasure
with others and returning to God the|
first fruits of our labor. How will thes
principles affect our resolutions for
2008?

Wednesday, January 2:
1Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98; Jn 1:19-28

Thursday, January 3:
1Jn 2:29—3:6; Ps 98; Jn 1:29-34

Friday, January 4:
1Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98; Jn 1:35-42

1%

Saturday, January 5:
1Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100; Jn 1:43-51

Sunday, January 6:
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

Pray for our sick

Mary Angelosante
Rita Bayer
Suzanne Bawol
Mary Burcar
Bill Cauley
Ralph Cleary
Chris Del Pappa
Lauren DeNio
Art Donovan
Antoinette Errante
Alojzy Filipowicz
Mark Formanczyk
Jack Gehrholz
Krystyna Green
Lora Hardin
Helen Hardy
Ruth Hunsucker
Janet Johnson
Yolanda Kaufman
Molly Keffalo
John Kerr
Hayden Kroll
John LaCroix

5t Fred LaRose
Mrs. Fred LaRose
Vito Loconte
Jacob Main
Bernice Mayer
Antoinette McBain
Agnes Mehlick

Karen Mehlick
Trudy Mehlick
Adele Miller
Jean(RomanNoga
Larry Newsom
Lori Newsom
Denise Olejniczak
Leo Osantoske, Sr.
John Pakledinaz
Carl Pallas

Alex Polzin
Dorothy Puffpaff
Marie Richard
Hank Roman
Theresa Romero
Mary Ruppert
Albert Sabbe
Sylvia Schult

Jeff Simpson
Camille Smith
Michelle Smith
Tommasina Smith
Cecelia Smith
Mary Sorrow
Steven St. John
Betty Staller

Ken Stempien
Barbara Supina
Richard Waluk
Betty Waligore

military

Pray for our

Noel & Greg Ales
Nick Bassett
David Benn
Augie Biache llI
Mike Boback
Eric Eppens
Tony Gentilia
Michael Kaminski
David Krzycki

Jonathon Krusinski

Chris Krusinski
Paul McGowan
David Newberry
Ryan Ribant
Thomas Schmidt
Chris Staniszewski
Vincent Titeriga
Daniel Trendell

Sponsor of the Week

Century 21 Cornerstone
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Eucharistic
Prayer Requests

Saturday and Sunday

December 29-30, 2007

Joan Martino by Family

Maria Cocco by Piccirilli Family
Elizabeth Ragni by Family

Mr. & Mrs. L. Przybylowicz by Family

Monday, December 31, 2007
For the parishioners

Tuesday, January 1, 2008
For the parishioners

Wednesday, January 2, 2008
Paul Kline by Greenway Family

Saturday and Sunday
January 5-6, 2008
Andrew VanDamme by Wife
Mary Mahac by Daughter
Rudy Keller by S. Keller
John Agosta by Family
Mary Kish by Daughter

Liturgical appointments for January 5-6, 2008

Mass 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m.
Celebrant |Fr. Buersmeyer| Fr. Buersmeyer |Fr. Buersmeyer Fr. Sayes
Lectors |S. Dickens R. Resutek S. Pospiech L. Hester
G. Pagliarella | M. Greenway P. Quayhackx S. Sabath
Eucharistic |P. Brunet* P. Sagert* B. Quayhackx* P. Waligore*
Ministers | F. Diebboll R. Sagert P. Partyka J. Schnepf
L. Horn B. Greenway J. Witek J. Loebs
*Captain | D. Michalski M. Adkins J. Sabina P. Kuligowski
L. Michalski A. Ferrario J. Sabina J. Gilbertson
C. Seidel
R. Seidel
Altar N. Hepner —Open— H. Becker C. Bousho
Servers O. Becker C. Sabath
J. Trombley
Greeters |J. Krumholz E. VanPamel B. Quayhackx C. Avolio
S. Zuehlk R. Wolfbauer D. Miller S. Avolio
Ushers [Team #1 Team #3 Team #5 Team #7
B. Diebboll B. Dale L. Monfils B. Cauley
L. Foltran E. Fannon M. Bayer R. Kopera
R. Pewinski S. Krajewski B. Janowiak L. LePage
J. Wright A. Sova K. Partyka J. Martino
R. Chapman L. Keast B. Jiannuzzi
M. Bytner
J. Gehrholz
Collection Jerry Pospiech, Katherine Doskocz, Connie HojndikiHerman,
Counters Trudy Amore, Christine Winde, Marcia Capp, Jim Bszek, Jeanette Casteel
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