
 
 
 
 
PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 
Fr. Buersmeyer’s weekly column 
appears on page 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE 
WORK OF HUMAN HANDS 
K OF C CARD SALE 
Items from all three groups are on sale 
this weekend after all the Masses. Visit 
the Activities Center to see what they 
have to offer. 
 
 
 
 
 
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE 
Donate blood during our blood drive 
tomorrow, November 19, from  
1:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 
See what’s “New and Noteworthy”,  
read past issues of our bulletin, find  
links to other sites. Go online and see  
for yourself—www.ssjohnandpaul.org. 
Please visit our website weekly to keep 
abreast of what’s new and noteworthy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In a relaxed “coffee house” atmosphere, 
you are invited to an evening of reflection. 

Come hear what John the Baptist 
and St. Joseph have to teach about 

Advent and us today. 
 

Bring your favorite mug  
and a dessert to share 
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Here’s what’s  
happening this week! 
 
 

Monday, November 19: 
*11:30 Senior Cards 
*1:00-7:00 p.m. Blood Drive 
*7:00 p.m. Mass 
*7:30 p.m. Health Ministry 
*7:45 p.m. Adult Bells 
*7:45 p.m. Worship 
 

Tuesday, November 20:  
*9:00 a.m. Mass 
*5:00 p.m. Jr. Choir 
*5:45 p.m. Jr. Bells 
*6:30 p.m. Parent/Child 
 Reconciliation #2 
*7:00 p.m. Stewardship 
 

Wednesday, November 21:  
*9:00 a.m. Mass 
*7:00 Adult Choir 
*Note: No evening office hours 
 

Thursday, November 22 
Thanksgiving Day: 
*9:00 a.m. Mass 
*Parish Offices closed 
 

Friday, November 23: 
*Parish offices closed 
 

Saturday, November 24: 
*3:00 p.m. Confessions 
*NO Teen Bells 
*Parish offices closed 
 
 

**************************  

Holiday Office Hours 
Offices close at 4:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, November 21 
Offices closed Nov. 22, 23, 24 
Reopen Sunday, Nov. 25  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Regular Parish Office Hours 
 

Mon. - Wed .— 9 :00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Thursday — 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Friday — 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday—12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday — 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

My name is Paula Klozik and I serve as the Business Manager for SS. John 
and Paul.  January 2008 will mark my 11th year working for the parish.  Time sure flies 
when you’re having fun! 

I am married to Mark, and together we have three sons.  My oldest son, Peter 
attends college, Brian is a junior in high school and Scott is in 8th grade. Peter and 
Brian have both done Eagle Scout projects for the parish.  In 2004 Peter built the stairs 
that lead to the pavilion, and Brian just built the retaining wall and landscaped the area 
around the new sign on 28 Mile Road. 

In 1983 I earned an Accounting degree from the University of Michigan.  
After graduation I worked full time until 1989 when I became a full time mom.  In 
1997, I started working here as ‘just the bookkeeper”, and throughout the years my 
hours and responsibilities have grown.  My duties today still include bookkeeping, but 
now include overall parish administration.  I also am the staff representative for the 
Stewardship Commission, and its related committees: Building, Budget, Maintenance 
and Gardening Angels.  As you can see my duties run the gamut, from financial to 
flowers!   

I truly enjoy my job and am blessed to have the opportunity to work with Fr. 
Dave, the staff and the members of my committees.  Even though a lot of my work is 
done behind the scenes, know that I am always doing my best to make this parish 
shine, both inside and out. 

Meet Paula Klozik... 
Business Manager 

Electronic Sunday Offerings  
 Did you know that there are two ways to “electronically” 
support the parish?  Both ways are easy and convenient for 
parishioners to use and benefit the parish by ensuring consistent 
giving.  

 Online banking is one way to electronically contribute to the parish.  Online 
banking is created using your bank’s website and a computer. It’s very easy to do—just 
go to your bank’s website and follow the on-line banking set-up. For most banks you 
set the parish up as a “payee”, enter an amount, envelope number, frequency, and the 
rest is done for you.  The bank will mail checks to the parish as often as you designate, 
and that check will get counted with the weekly offertory, which then gets posted to 
your account here.  If you choose to use this option please let the office know so that 
we can stop mailing envelopes to you, which is another cost savings for the parish.   
 Electronic Sunday Offerings is another way to consistently support the parish 
automatically.  Electronic Sunday Offerings (ESO) is a pre-authorized payment plan 
where parish members authorize monthly or bi-monthly deductions to be made from 
their checking or savings account to the parish’s account.  Transfers are done on the 
15th or the 30th of the month. You decide the dates and amounts and we do the rest.  
Transfers from your account will continue until you tell us in writing to stop 
 If either of these opportunities to support the parish appeals to you, you can 
pick up an ESO form at the back of church or set the parish up for a weekly automatic 
donation on your personal computer using on-line banking.  Thank you for considering 
one of these electronic ways to contribute to the parish. 

Baptisms 
Congratulations to the following children 
baptized November 17, 2007: 
 

Bella Malia Barger 
Dominic Joseph Carpenter 

 

Welcome to our parish family! 



 
SS. John & Paul, Washington, MI — November 18, 2007 Page 3 

 
 

JANUARY 6, 8, 9, 11    
6:00-8:30 p.m.  

 
Catechetical Area: 

Identifying with Catholic Tradition 
(Church History and Vatican II) 

 
 

Specific Theme: 
The Gift of Authority 

 
 

Connecting the theme to an event: 
Feast of the Baptism of Jesus 

 
 

If you are an adult without children you may register  
at ANY time for ANY month.   

 

 
Our parish formation program is for ALL ages.  If you are a new mem-
ber of the parish—call the Religious Formation office for more infor-
mation.  If you haven't registered yet,  forms can be found in the litera-
ture racks in the hallway just outside the Parish Office.   

 

 

Preparation  
for the  

Sacrament of  
First Reconciliation 

 

Parent / Child Session #2 
Sat., November 17 at  6:15 p.m. 

(after the 5:00 p.m. Mass) 
or 

Tues., November 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Don’t forget... 
· To bring your book to this  
 session! 
· Make an appointment for the 

interview. 
· Sign up for one of the dates for 

the sacramental celebration of 
First Reconciliation.  

 
 
Celebration of the Sacrament of 

First Reconciliation 
 

Sat.,  December 8   
3:00 p.m. 

Tues., December 18   
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

2007-2008 
Religious  

Formation  
Program 

September — May 
 
 
 

G.R.A.C.E. 
Parish Formation Program 

For All ages 
 

NO G.R.A.C.E. in December 
Next Session:  January 6, 8, 9, 11 

6:00-8:30 p.m. 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
3-1/2 to 5 yrs. old 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 23 
 

For information on either program 
above, or for any other adult 
formation or preparation for 
sacraments, please call the 

Formation Office 586.781.9488   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADVENT 
EVENING 

“Coffee House” 
 

Friday,  November 30 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

In a relaxed ‘coffee house’ atmos-
phere  you are invited to an evening 
of reflection. Come hear what John 
the Baptist and St. Joseph have to 
teach about Advent and us today.   
 
Sign up is in the hallway.   
Bring  your favorite mug 
and a dessert to 
share.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
Preparation for the  

Sacrament of  
First Eucharist 

 
Parent / Child Session #1 

 
Sunday, Dec. 2  
at 12:45 p.m. 

or  
Tuesday,  Dec. 4  

at 6:30 p.m. 
 

For all children eligible to prepare 
for this sacrament and their parents.  
Please call the office to sign up for 
the night you plan on attending.  
586-781-9488. 
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Teen News 

Attention all 9-12 Graders 
 

¨ RAINBOW — February 23, 2008 
Packets are available now in the office. Early bird special has expired, but you can still 
sign up for an additional $10. All paperwork has to be in the office by November 28. 
Any questions or concerns, call Mrs. Peters 586.781.9488. 
 
¨ Grade 7-8 Christmas Event — December 20 — 7:00-10:00 p.m. 
We invite all the 7th & 8th graders to join us for a Christmas Event that will help those 
in need & also give you lots of laughs.  A suggestion was made to have the teens make 
tie blankets for the homeless, or AIDS patients.  We would ask that each person donate 
3 yards washed fleece fabric.  We will enjoy holiday music, and each others company 
as we come together to make the blankets for the first hour.  After that we will enjoy 
games, laugher and holiday cookies.  If you would like to help or participate in this 
event, please give Mrs. Peters a call at 586-781-9488. 

 
Calling all teens in 9-12 Grade 
 
A Called to SERVE workshop has been prepared for all the teens who 
volunteer in any ministry for the church. This fun and exciting 

workshop invites teens to explore the many dimensions of safety needed as employees 
and volunteers in the parish as well as the greater community. This workshop focuses 
on and enhances the teen skills in: 
 

�    Working with and role modeling for children 
�    Communicating and working with adults 
�    Interacting appropriately with peers 
�    Recognizing and responding to inappropriate behaviors 

 
Please join us on Sunday, December 2, 2007 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. here at SS. John and 
Paul. There will be a light dinner served for all our guests at NO COST to you. ALL 
TEENS MUST HAVE A SIGNED PERMISSION SLIP TO ATTEND THIS 
WORKSHOP. Any questions, please give Mrs. Peters a call. 
 
If you volunteer in areas such as these, this workshop if for you: Vacation Bible 
School, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, MCREST volunteer, Communion Minister, 
Lector, Catechist Aide. 

Catholic Book Store,  
Work of Human Hands,  
K of C Card Sale 
 
 Visit the Activities Center this 
weekend, November 17-18, after all the 
Masses. 
 The Catholic Book Store is here 
with a wide selection of books, including 
Advent reading material, bibles and 
religious articles available for sale. 
 Crafts that are made by skilled 
artisans in developing regions of the 
world are available through the Work of 
Human Hands Sale. Each purchase you 
make helps these artisans and farmers 
maintain steady work and a sustainable 
income so that they can provide for their 
families. The one-of-a-kind Christmas 
items, house wares, baskets or jewelry 
you purchase at the sale will enrich your 
life and help a family in another part of 
the world look toward a brighter future. 
 The Knights of Columbus 
Council #7018 is again pleased to 
provide you with the opportunity to 
participate in the “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” card program. Cards are 
printed on quality stock, are offered in a 
number of languages and reflect the true 
meaning of Christmas, the birth of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Please direct any 
question on the K of C card sale to John 
Arnoske at 586.752.2881. 
 Look for displays by all three 
groups in the Activities Center after all 
the Masses. 

CCHD Collection 
 

 Life at the poverty line leaves 
nearly 40 million Americans hanging on 
for dear life—hanging on to feed their 
families and to keep a roof over their 
heads. 
 The Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development supports self-help 
projects of people working together to 
break the cycle of poverty. 
 You can make a difference. Be 
part of the numbers that care—give 
generously to CCHD in today’s 
collection. 

“Heart of Italy” Pilgrimage 
 A special invitation is being extended to the family and friends of the 
Symphonia Chorale to join an eight-day choir pilgrimage from July 31-August 7, 2008 
led by Louis Canter, Director of Music. For further information please call Peter’s Way 
Tours, Inc. at 1.800.225-7662 or 586.291.9754. 
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Help Save a Life this 
Holiday Season 
 

 Our next American Red Cross 
blood drive will take place Monday, 
November 19 from 1:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
 The holidays are critical times 
for blood banks.  With fewer drives 
occurring and more people on the road 
traveling, the supply is much lower than 
the demand.  Please prayerfully consider 
giving the gift of life during this season 
of harvest and thanksgiving.  To donate 
you must be at least 17 years of age, 
weigh 110+ lbs., and be in general good 
health.    
 
 You can schedule an 
appointment by calling the parish office 
or by visiting www.givelife.org  and 
entering your zip code or our sponsor 
code, ssjpch.  Walk-ins are always 
welcome! 

 
MCREST Orientation 
November 27 and 28 

 

 All MCREST volunteers must attend one 
Orientation Night on either Tuesday, November 27 or 

Wednesday, November 28. The Orientation Night starts at 7:00 p.m. with a prayer 
service followed by MCREST training.  After the prayer service, there will be a general 
training for all volunteers and then teams will break up for specific training from the 
Team Leaders.  This is a mandatory meeting for all volunteers so that everyone is 
properly trained for our host MCREST week.  There are many specific rules and 
guidelines that must be followed in order that our host week is successful both for our 
guests and all our volunteers. 
 

MCREST Volunteers Needed 
 We still need many more volunteers to make our host week successful.  The 
Volunteer Sign-Up posters will be posted again this weekend, November 17-18, 2007.  
This is the final weekend to sign up for volunteering because Team Leaders must 
organize their teams and mandatory orientation is on November 27-28, 2007.  Please 
volunteer and join us in welcoming our guests.  We need you! 
     Mimi Gendreau, MCREST Coordinator 

 
 
 
 

�������  

Purchase Coffee Through Our Fair Trade Co-op 
 

 SS. John & Paul has been using Fair Trade Certified coffee for several years.  What is Fair Trade coffee all 
about?  It’s about an equitable and “fair” partnership between consumers and the farmers who grow  the coffee 
beans.  The driving force behind the Fair Trade Coffee movement is to ensure the vast majority of the world’s coffee 

farmers get a fair price for their harvests in order to achieve a decent living wage.  Fair Trade guarantees, no matter the market value, 
a stable and consistent income and much needed credit at fair prices.  This decent living wage upholds the dignity of the farmers by 
enabling them to provide health care, education and economic independence for their families.  
 Since Fair Trade coffee is not yet widely available, we will be sponsoring a “coffee co-op” sale for the convenience of our 
parishioners.  Please read the attached information and return the order form along with your payment by Sunday, November 
18th.  We will then order the coffee and contact you when it arrives.  Please make checks payable to SS. John & Paul or cash in the 
exact change would be appreciated.  

Fair Trade Coffee Order 
All coffee $10.50 per pound 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________       Phone __________________________________          
 

Mexican Water Process Decaf: environmentally friendly full bodied decaf without the decaf aftertaste             _______#’s 
                  

Gran’s Blend: 1/2 water processed decaf and 1/2 medium roast regular        _______#’s 
 

Highland Humanity: medium roast, rich full bodied coffee with caramel undertones                                      _________#’s 
 

Justice Blend: mellow, creamy version of a breakfast blend with undertones of vanilla    _________#’s 
 
         Total  lbs. ordered       _______#’s      @ $10.50 per pound         =     _________ 
 
 Prepaid  _____    Date  _________    Amount  _________   Check # _____         Will Pay at pickup    ________ 
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P astor’s Perspective 
 
*G.R.A.C.E. Follow-Up 
 Our November monthly 
G.R.A.C.E. session focused on the moral 
principle which is at the foundation of all 
Catholic moral teaching, individual and 
social—the intrinsic, inalienable 
dignity of every human person.  If you 
missed this session, I encourage you to 
look at some of the material from our 
G.R.A.C.E. Archives page at our 
www.ssjohnandpaul.org website. Click 
on “Faith Formation” and then under that 
on “G.R.A.C.E. Archives.”   
 
 At the same time I want to 
encourage the adults in the parish—that 
means 20-somethings through 90-
somethings!—to participate in these 
experiences of intergenerational, whole 
community catechesis.  In the new year 
we will have five more monthly 
G.R.A.C.E. sessions, January through 
May.  Catholic faith formation is 
primarily for adults.  These monthly 
sessions offer adult-centered learning 
opportunities as well as child and family-
centered modules. Whether we have 
children or not, there is a place for all of 
us at G.R.A.C.E. 
 
 
 

 *Parish Financial Procedures 
 Cardinal Maida recently 
announced that every parish in the 
Archdiocese of Detroit will be 
“separately incorporated.”  What does 
that mean and why the change?  What 
kind of controls are in place at SS. John 
and Paul to ensure good financial 
accountability? How are different cash, 
check, and financial transactions handled 
at the parish?  Our budget and finance 
committee of the Stewardship 
Commission has asked me to address 
questions such as these, and I will do so 
today and in next week’s column. As 
you read these details, if you have a 
question you would like to pose, please 
let me know. Or call our parish business 
manager, Paula Klozik (586.781.9010, 
email pklozik@ssjohnandpaul.org).  I 
want you to be confident that the money 
you give to the parish is properly 
accounted for and spent.  It is your 
money and belongs to the whole parish. 

It is not the pastor’s money to do with as 
he wishes, nor the archdiocese’s money 
to be spent as the archdiocese wishes. 
 
 What is this change to “separate 
incorporation” all about?  I will try to 
explain it below, but before I do, I must 
stress that it will have almost no affect, 
in the short term, on how money and 
other resources are handled with the 
archdiocese.  This change is not about 
granting greater independence to 
parishes.  Rather, it is about getting 
parishes to take responsibility for 
accounting for their assets and to isolate 
assets in case of civil lawsuits.  Parishes 
will still need to have a budget approved 
by the archbishop, share a portion of 
their assets with the archdiocese via a 
diocesan tax on income and a yearly 
Catholic Services Appeal mandatory 
target, ask permission from the 
archbishop to buy/sell land or initiate 
spending projects over $100,000, bank 
parish savings with the archdiocese, ask 
permission to borrow money and, if 
granted, do it through Archdiocesan 
sources rather than with independent 
banks, and follow all the other financial 
procedures already in place under the 
current system.   
 
 The one concrete change that 
the new status initiates, however, is the 
assurance in civil law that a parish’s 
assets must be spent for the good of that 
parish and not simply for the overall 
good of the diocese. That was already 
true in church law, but now it will be 
true in civil law as well. In that sense, 
this change away from corporation sole 
will act as a civil legal safeguard that 
parish assets not be misspent by an 
archbishop or be used to pay off lawsuits 
that have no connection to this specific 
parish.  In the long term it remains to be 
seen what effects the new status will 
bring.  Those will be worked out as 
parishes and the diocese deal with 
concrete issues, especially if or when the 
desires of the parish and the desires of 
the diocese might seem to conflict. 
 
 Under current Church law, no 
matter the civil legal model, the bishop 
does have a great deal of personal 
discretion in how he uses the central 
assets of the diocese, as long as he 
consults his advisory boards (a group of 

priests called Consultors, a group of 
priests called the Presbyteral Council, 
and a group of lay advisors who make up 
a financial committee).  As advisory 
groups they do not have the authority to 
make any financial decisions or override 
any financial decisions.  They do have, 
though, the responsibility of reporting 
any suspected irregularities to Rome for 
investigation.  But even if the bishop is a 
“corporation sole,” under Church law the 
archbishop must use the assets of a 
parish for the parish’s own welfare, not 
simply for the good of the whole 
archdiocese.  For example, if two 
parishes merge, the full assets of both 
parishes belong to the newly merged 
parish, not to the central assets of the 
archdiocese.  
 
 Under the current “corporation 
sole” model in civil law, however, all 
assets of the archdiocese—central assets 
as well as parish assets—are held in trust 
by the archbishop of Detroit.  Whoever 
is properly installed as archbishop has 
the legal responsibility and authority to 
oversee and use these assets. 
Every asset of the parish, all of its 
money in the bank, all of its physical 
assets of land, buildings, equipment, etc., 
is owned by the Archdiocese of Detroit 
and administered in trust by the person 
who is the current archbishop. Under this 
model in civil law there is no clear 
separation between one parish’s assets 
and another parish’s assets, nor between 
a parish’s assets and the central assets of 
the archdiocese.  Therefore, if a lawsuit 
occurs, theoretically every asset is 
attachable for purposes of the lawsuit—
central assets as well as individual parish 
assets. This is what happened in a few 
highly publicized cases out west when 
certain dioceses declared bankruptcy, as 
a result of settlements for clergy abuse.  
Part of the settlement included parishes 
giving a portion of their assets to the 
plaintiffs, even when their parish had no 
connection to abuse. 
 
 Under the new civil legal model 
of each parish incorporated separately, 
the assets of the parish belong to the 
parish.  As mentioned above, in Church 
law this was already understood to be the 
case, no matter what civil model was 
followed.  But in Michigan civil law this 
was not the case until now.  Now each 
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parish will be its own corporation.  
Assets of SS. John and Paul Parish 
cannot be co-mingled with assets from 
St. Clement, St. Kieran or any other 
parish in cases of lawsuits or disputes 
about payment, or any other financial 
matter in the civil legal arena.  Each will 
be a completely separate corporation. 
 
 In practice such a change will 
mean that each parish will have a Board 
of Directors comprised of the pastor, the 
parish council chairperson (or other 
parish member—more on that later), the 
Moderator of the Curia (i.e., the head of 
the archdiocese’s central offices, 
currently Msgr. John Zenz) and the 
Chancellor of the Diocese (the 
administrative aid to the Cardinal, 
currently Msgr. Robert McClory). That 
Board will be required to have one 
yearly meeting, keep minutes of that 
meeting, and file a form with the state, 
which lists the current board of directors.  
The archdiocese will take out insurance 
so that the board is indemnified against 
any potential lawsuits.  The yearly 
meeting will confirm that the parish has 
an active parish council, an active 
financial/stewardship committee, an 
approved budget submitted to the 
archdiocese, and has sent in a complete 
financial report from the previous fiscal 
year.  It will also review any major 
capital expenditures anticipated in the 
year ahead and look at any legal or 
financial issues the parish might 
currently be facing. 
 
 Who can be the parish lay 
representative on the board?  It can be 
any active member of the parish who is 
not a paid staff person.  The archdiocese 
is recommending that it be the 
chairperson of the parish council or the 
chairperson of the financial/stewardship 
commission.  It makes sense to me that 
the parish council chair acts in that role. 
Because that person changes every year 
and is chosen by the full council, there is 
a certain independence of that person 
and the pastor.  I want parish members to 
know that the person will act on the best 
interests of the parish, and isn’t chosen 
just because he/she will agree with 
everything the pastor is doing.  But I will 
ask the parish council to discuss this 
matter.  They will make the decision 
about who it should be. 

 Fiscal accountability is a very 
serious priority to me.  It pains me when 
we hear of parishes that have misused or 
have not properly accounted for the 
money donated by their parish members.  
There are many internal and 
administrative controls in place at SS. 
John and Paul to ensure that parish funds 
are being protected. Next week I will 
review what procedures are in place. 
 
 
 *Advent 
 Each year it always seems to 
come so quickly, but once again we are 
preparing for the new Church year and 
the Advent season.  You will receive a 
mailing from the parish next week, 
giving you a complete schedule of 
Advent services and Christmas season 
Masses and events, along with a number 
of other items.  In preparation for the 
season, please consider being part of the 
opening procession, carrying in the 
Advent candle(s) and banners which will 
mark each Sunday of Advent. A sign-up 
sheet is on the board in the hallway. 
 
 In addition, please mark two 
other dates on your calendars: November 
30th, Friday, from 7-9 PM and Sunday 
December 16th at 5 PM.  On November 
30th we will have our first ever “Advent 
Coffee House.”  This is an evening 
aimed at adults of all ages, young and 
old (older teens also welcome).  As we 
enjoy some favorite coffees and 
refreshments, we will reflect on the 
season of Advent and have a chance to 
prepare ourselves spiritually for the 
upcoming Christmas season.  On 
December 16th we will have an Advent 
evening prayer in the Church, in order to 
take a slight pause before rushing into 
the more hectic Christmas week.  Treat 
yourself to a pre-Christmas gift and 
come to both of these. 
 
 
  May the fall season lead us to 
thanksgiving for all the abundance in our 
lives. May we be generous in sharing 
that bounty with others. 
 
 
 
  Fr. Buersmeyer 

Give Thanks to the Lord 
Gratitude 

 

 We are all familiar with prayers 
of petition—it is perhaps the most 
natural prayer. Life is full of challenges 
and problems that we find difficult to 
handle. It makes sense to turn to God 
and ask for help. It requires humility to 
admit that we cannot do everything on 
our own. It is also comforting to know 
that we can place all our cares and 
concerns in the loving hands of God. 
However, there is an even more 
important type of prayer. That is the 
prayer of thanks and gratitude. 
 

 Consider how you would feel if 
your child or friend only came to you 
when they wanted something. You do all 
kinds of things for them constantly but 
there is never so much as a thank you. 
God does not get “hurt” feelings but you 
can see how such an attitude would 
make for a very poor relationship. 
 

 God continually pours out 
blessings upon us regardless of how 
“good” we have been. He does not wait 
for us to ask nor withhold his gifts when 
we don’t say “thank you.” He just keeps 
loving us as we are and where we are. 
 

 November, the season for 
thanksgiving, is a perfect time to 
consider all we have to be thankful for 
receiving. Make it a point to thank God 
as part of your daily prayers. Jot at least 
one thing down on a slip of paper each 
day and put it in a bowl. Make that bowl 
your center piece on Thanksgiving Day. 
You may even want to have a little 
prayer service before digging into the 
turkey and burn the papers as a sign of 
your gratitude for all of God’s gifts. 
 

 Children can be encouraged to 
develop a spirit of gratitude, too. Have 
them make a Thanksgiving poster. Each 
day, add a picture, word or symbol of 
something they are grateful for 
receiving. Use their poster as part of 
your Thanksgiving Day decorations. 
 
 

 
Used with permission from: 

S. T. Productions,  P.O. Box 9 
Hancock, MD 21750-0009 
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Stewardship Report 
November 10-11, 2007 

 
 
 

Weekly budget .....................$11,600.00 
Offertory..................................$9,144.70 
No. Sunday envelopes used...............328 
Total offertory .......................$9,144.70 
 
 
Other Monies / (# Envelopes) 
Capital Imprv. / (6).....................$105.00 
Children’s Env. / (11).....................$8.57 
CCHD / (2)...................................$30.00 
 
 
Today’s readings paint a somewhat 
frightening picture of the end of time. 
But the Gospel ends with the 
assurance to faithful stewards that 
those who persevere will be saved. 

Sponsor of the Week 

����

Pray for our sick 

 

Mary Angelosante  
Rita Bayer 
Suzanne Bawol  
Mary Burcar 
Bill Cauley 
Ralph Cleary 
Chris Del Pappa 
Lauren DeNio 
Art Donovan 
Antoinette Errante 
Alojzy Filipowicz 
Mark Formanczyk 
Krystyna Green 
Lora Hardin 
Veronica Hartley 
Nancy Hosking 
Ruth Hunsucker 
Janet Johnson 
Yolanda Kaufman 
John Kerr 
Hayden Kroll 
John LaCroix 
Mrs. Fred LaRose 
Vito Loconte 
Jacob Main 
Bernice Mayer 
Antoinette McBain 
Agnes Mehlick 
 

Karen Mehlick 
Trudy Mehlick 
Adele Miller 
Jean (Roman)Noga 
Larry Newsom 
Denise Olejniczak 
Leo Osantoske, Sr. 
John Pakledinaz 
Carl Pallas 
Alex Polzin 
Dorothy Puffpaff 
Marie Richard 
Hank Roman 
Theresa Romero 
Mary Ruppert 
Albert Sabbe 
Jeff Simpson 
Camille Smith 
Michelle Smith 
Tommasina Smith 
Cecelia Smith 
Mary Sorrow 
Steven St. John 
Betty Staller 
Ken Stempien 
Barbara Supina 
Richard Waluk 
Betty Waligore 

����

Pray for our  
military 

Noel & Greg Ales 
Nick Bassett 
David Benn 
Augie Biache III 
Mike Boback 
Eric Eppens 
Tony Gentilia 
Michael Kaminski 
David Krzycki 
Jonathon Krusinski  

Chris Krusinski  
Paul McGowan 
David Newberry  
Ryan Ribant 
Thomas Schmidt 
Chris Staniszewski 
Vincent Titeriga 
Daniel Trendell 
 

 
 

 
Metropolitan Construction 

 
 

Readings for the Week  
of November 18, 2007 
 

Sunday, November 18: 
Mal 3:19-20a; Ps 98; 2 Thes 3:7-12; 
Lk 21:5-19 
Monday, November 19: 
1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; 
1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; 
Tuesday, November 20: 
2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday, November 21: 
2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17; Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday, November 22: 
1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50; Lk 19:41-44  
Friday, November 23: 
1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10, 11, 
11-12, 12; Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday, November 24: 
1 Mc 6:1-13; Ps 9;  Lk 20:27-40  
Sunday, November 25: 
2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122; Col 1:12-20; 
Lk 23:35-43  

Making a Charitable Gift through an IRA Charitable Rollover 
 

Helpful tips on how you can realize tax benefits by making a direct charitable  
distribution from your IRA  

 

 If you are over the age of 70 1/2, you must take a required minimum 
distribution from your IRA.  Normally, this money is taxed as ordinary income.  
However recent federal legislation permits you, for the remainder of 2007, to make a 
direct gift from your IRA to the parish, the Catholic Services Appeal (C.S.A.), or other 
qualified charity.  This gift counts toward fulfilling your required minimum 
distribution. 
 The Pension Protection Act of 2006 has a two year provision that allows you 
to exclude up to $100,000 from your gross income in 2006 and 2007 for distributions 
made directly from your traditional IRA to a qualified charity.   
 The distribution must be from your IRA, not a 401(K) or other retirement 
plan.  Also, the IRA distribution must be a direct charitable gift and not a distribution 
to a donor-advised fund, a charitable remainder trust or for a charitable gift annuity. 
 If you would like to take advantage of these income tax savings and support 
the parish, please review the following tips on how to handle your charitable gift 
correctly: 
¨ Contact your IRA custodian or representative before making a gift to arrange for 

the proper transfer of funds from your IRA to the qualified charity.  The check that 
is issued from the IRA must show that it is made payable to the charity. 

¨ Remember that gifts can be made up to $100,000 per year in 2007.  For married 
couples, each spouse can make a distribution from his or her IRA under the same 
provisions. 

¨ While this topic is fresh in your mind, ask your attorney and financial advisor how 
the make the parish a beneficiary of your will, trust or IRA. 

 

 For more information about the Pension Protection Act of 2006 and how you 
can benefit from a charitable IRA rollover, please contact the parish office at 
781.9010. 
 
These helpful tips are only for your information on this change in the IRA law and 
are not to be considered as legal, tax or financial advice.  You should consult with 
your legal, tax and financial advisors to implement the benefits of this new law and 
related matters. 
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Liturgical appointments for November 24-25, 2007 
Mass 5:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 

Celebrant Fr. Sayes  Fr. Buersmeyer Fr. Buersmeyer Fr. Sayes 

Lectors 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

 
*Captain 

Altar 
Servers 

Greeters 

Ushers  
 

Team #1 
B. Diebboll 
L. Foltran 
R. Pewinski 
J. Wright 

Team #3 
B. Dale 
E. Fannon 
S. Krajewski 
A. Sova 
R. Chapman 

Team #5 
L. Monfils 
M. Bayer 
B. Janowiak 
K. Partyka 
L. Keast 

Team #7 
B. Cauley 
R. Kopera 
L. LePage 
J. Martino 
B. Jiannuzzi 
M. Bytner 
J. Gehrholz 

Collection 
Counters 

Joe Martino, Larry & Marilyn Weathers, 
Tom & Mary Ann Klakulak, Ron & Debbie DiDomenico 

M. Klakulak 
B. Conlon 

J. Reaume 
J. Sova 

S. Rowley 
M. Greenway 

S. Dickens 
J. Schnepf 

M. McCann* 
F. Diebboll 
L. Foltran 
C. Ginste 
F. Perna 

M. Schimmel* 
M. Schimmel 
P. Sagert 
R. Sageret 
M. Adkins 

L. Zellen* 
S. Zellen 
J. Witek 
R. Seidel 
C. Seidel 
D. Zabkowski 
L. Zabkowski 

L. Hester* 
S. Brunet 
E. Goble 
K. O’Neill 
M. Catalano 

N. Hepner —Open— T. Anderson 
V. Mangiapane 
J. Trombley 

N. Bytner 
A. Stirzinger 

D. Picklo 
O. Picklo 

L. Weathers 
M. Weathers 

D. Bernia 
H. Witke 

—Open— 

 
Eucharistic  

Prayer Requests 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
November 17-18, 2007 
Dorothy Cronenwett by Family 
Vivette Clark by C. Clark Family 
Ray Hoenle by Wife 
Paul Kline by Krieg Family 
Christine Knapik by E. Szczerbinski 
 

Monday, November 19, 2007 
Carol & William Benn (50th Anniv.) 
 

Tuesday, November 20, 2007  
Dorothy Hilfinger by Puzzuoli Family 
 

Wednesday, November 21, 2007 
Haldoh Keeler Pough by R. Norkus 
 

Thursday, November 22, 2007 
For the parishioners 
 

Saturday and Sunday 
November 24-25, 2007 
Lorraine Darga by Martino Family 
Joan Martino by Martino Family 
Mary Anthony by Nauts Family 
Leon Skuratowicz by Wolicki Family 
Rose & Adolph Schmitt by Family 
Elizabeth & Alex Masko by Masko Fam. 


